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B-1        
Rockwell Lancer  
 
Specifications:            
span:  78'3", 23.84 m to 136'9", 41.66 m 
length:  143'4", 43.68 m   
engines: 4 General Electric F101-GE-100   
max. speed: 795 mph, 1280 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USAF, via 10af.afrc.af.mil/photos) 

 
Four aircraft designated YB-1A were ordered and the first flight took place on 23 December 1974. The programme was 
cancelled on 30 June 1976 but test flying did continue including a series of flights by NASA. The four aircraft were serialled 
74-158/160 and 76-174 and the flight programme was suspended on 30 April 1983.  
The first production aircraft was designated B-1A and three were ordered against a requirement of 240, with serials 77-325/327 
but these aircraft were later cancelled.  
Two of the YB-1As (74-159 and 76-174) were converted as B-1B prototypes. The B-1B had a length of 147', 44.81 m and was 
equipped with F101-GE-102 engines. The first flight of the first B-1B was on 18 October 1984 and 100 were delivered. The 
serials were 82-001, 83-065/071, 84-049/058, 85-059/092 and 86-093/140. 82-002 was cancelled. 
The B-1C designation was reserved for a stealth development of the B-1 which was not proceeded with. The B-1C designation 
was also linked to a B-1 with significant modifications, including the addition of targeting pods. 
 



B-2        
Northrop Spirit  
 
Specifications:            
span:  172', 52.43 m 
length:  69', 21.03 m   
engines: 4 General Electric F118-GE-110   
max. speed: 628 mph, 1010 km/h                               
 

 
(Source: USAF, via 10af.afrc.af.mil/photos) 

 
The B-2 was an advanced stealth bomber with an extremely low radar signature. Six aircraft were initially ordered against a 
possible requirement of 132 which was later reduced to 21. The first six aircraft, designated B-2A (sometimes labelled as XB-
2), were serialled 82-1066/1071. The first flight took place on 17 July 1989. The production aircraft, also designated B-2A, 
carried serials 88-328/332, 89-127/129, 90-040/041, 92-700 and 93-1085/1088. 
The designation B-2C was used for a low cost version proposed in 2000. 
 



B-3 
 
De designation B-3 has, in some reference sources, been linked to the Bomber Industrial Capabilities Study that concluded that 
building a new bomber could easily cost in excess of $35 billion for research and development only. 
 

 
Northrop Grumman concept (Source: Northrop Grumman) 

 
In 2007 studies mentioned the “2018 bomber”, a concept that would rule out reopening the old B-2 production line, creating a 
cargo-airplane-based “arsenal aircraft,” or modifying B-1s with new avionics and more powerful engines. Boeing and Northrop-
Grumman were expected to be the contenders. 
 

 
  



B-21 
Northrop Grumman  
 
Specifications:            
span:   
length:     
engines:    
max. speed:                                
 

 
 
In 2015 Northrop Grumman was announced the winner of the Long Range Strike Bomber (LRSB) contest for 100 bombers 
to replace the B-52s and B-1s. The design is expected to be very stealthy and to fly sub-sonic. Introduction could be in the 
mid-2020s. 
In February 2016 it was announced the designation was to be B-21, to reflect the 21st century. 
 

 
 
 


