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Q-1        
General Atomics Predator 
 
Specifications:            
span:  48’9”, 14.94 m 
length:  26’8”, 8.23 m   
engines: 1 Rotax 912   
max. speed: 140 mph, 222 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The Predator was a surveillance drone which flew for the first time on 3 July 1994. 
The RQ-1A was a surveillance drone system whilst the designation RQ-1B referred to the operational system.  
Each system consisted of an aerial vehicle, designated as RQ-1K and RQ-1L, a control facility, designated as RQ-1P and RQ-
1Q and support equipment, including communication terminal designated as RQ-1U and RQ-1W.  
The MQ-1B/MQ-1L system carried two Hellfire missiles whilst there was also a MQ-1A.  
The MQ-1C was a version for the US Army nicknamed Warrior. These had a span of 56’, 17.07 m, length of 28’, 8.53 m, 1 
Thielent Centurion 1.7”, and a max. speed of 171 mph, 297 km/h. It was intended to designate this aircraft as MQ-12 but 
this designation was not approved. Prototypes carried the designation YMQ-1C.  
A total of 268 aircraft of all versions were constructed up to 2011. 
The serials were assigned to the systems, comprising the control facility and the aerial vehicle. These serials were derived 
from their construction number preceded by a fiscal year and the number 3. 
These serials were 94-3001/3012, 95-3013/3021, 96-3022/3030, 97-3031/3038, 98-3039/3053, 99-3054/3064, 00-
3065/3072, 01-3073/3086, 02-3087/3103, 03-3104/3124, 04-3125/3134, 05-3135/3157, 06-3158/3173, 07-3174/3224, 08-
3225/3232 with 3233/3268 in subsequent fiscal years. 
The actual designation of each of the individual aircraft is confusing possibly as a result of conversions either after their first 
flight or during construction. 
In addition there are various serials that do not fit in the above description, including 93-3040, 94-0555/0565 and 94-
1565/1568 which have been linked to the RQ-1A/L, 99-0355 and 03-0108, 03-0111 and 03-0379, which have been linked to 
MQ-1B/L, and 07-0101/0108, 07-0110 and 07-0112 which have been linked to MQ-1C. 
Another version was the Mariner of which one has been serialled as 02-003. The Mariner, which was for long range maritime 
surveillance, had a span of 86’, 26.21 m and a length of 36’, 10.97 m. 
Several aircraft, included 96-3030, were diverted to the US Navy but were not given a new serial. 
Separate aircraft serials were assigned to the systems (ie RQ-1A and RQ-1B) and range from 2001 to 2010 with an appropriate 
fiscal year. Identified have been 94-2001/2002 and 95-2003/2004.  
The RQ-1P and RQ-1Q control facilities (even though they were not aircraft) were serialled from 5000 to 5016 with an 
appropriate fiscal year. Identified have been 94-5000/5001, 95-5003/5005, 97-5006/5007, 98-5008/5009, 99-5010 and 00-5011. 
In 2003 the ground control systems were redesignated as MD-1A, MD-1B, MD-1C and MD-1D. 
Similarly, the RQ-1U and RQ-1W support equipment and communication terminals were serialled from 7000 to 7011 with an 
appropriate fiscal year.  
 
Refer also to Q-12 

 



Q-2        
Pioneer 
 
Specifications:            
span:  16’9”, 5.15 m   
length:  13’10”, 4.24 m  
engines: 1 Sachs SF2-350 
max. speed: 109 mph, 176 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USMC) 

 
The RQ-2A was a reconnaissance vehicle for the US Navy and USMC. The US Navy acquired 175 from 1986 and serials 
included 165688/165734. There was also a RQ-2B version with an improved electronic system. 
The designation RQ-2C referred to a RQ-2B version whereas the designation QRQ-2B referred to an aerial target version. 
 



Q-3        
Lockheed Martin/Boeing Dark Star 
 
Specifications:            
span:  69’0”, 21.03 m 
length:  15’8”, 4.57 m   
engines: 1 Williams F129   
max. speed: 345 mph, 555 km/h  
 

 
(Source: USAF) 

 
The RQ-3A, was a surveillance drone which flew for the first time on 29 March 1996. Four were built including serials 695 and 
696 Assigned to the first two aircraft. The first aircraft crashed on 22 April 1996 whilst the second aircraft flew for the first time 
on 29 June 1998. The remaining two aircraft were never flown. Further development was cancelled in January 1999 due to 
poor performance.  
 
 



Q-4        
Teledyne Global Hawk 
 
Specifications:            
span:  116’3”, 35.42 m 
length:  44’5”, 13.53 m   
engines: 1 Allison F137 (AE3007H)   
max. speed: 404 mph, 650 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Northrop Grumman) 

 
The RQ-4A was a surveillance drone. Known serials were 95-2001/2002, 98-2003/2004, 00-2006/2007 and 02-2008/2014 and 
its first flight took place on 28 February 1998. There was a need for 63 aircraft to be purchased over an extended period of time. 
The US Navy acquired a number, including serials 166509/166510 and 168739.  
The designation YRQ-4A referred to aircraft modified to evaluate new technologies. 
In 2003 a number of RQ-4Bs were ordered with a signal intelligence payload and a stretched fuselage. Known serials included 
04-2015/2022, 05-2023 and 07-2027/2029. 
The designation EQ-4B referred to aircraft fitted with Battlefield Airborne Communications Node equipment. They were 
converted from R-4QB 04-2018/2020. 
The MQ-4C was a modification from the RQ-4B with a multi-mission payload featuring a 360o multi-function active sensor to 
provide persistent maritimeand littoral ISR and airborne communications relay functions to supplement the P-8A operations. 
First flown on 22 May 2013 and named Triton, there was a requirement for 68 aircraft. Serials included 168457. 
 
In 2003 the ground control systems for the RQ-4A were designated as RD-2A and RD-2B whereas in 2012 the designations 
MD-3A and MD-3B were introduced for multi-mission main operating base (MOB) control station for the control of MQ-4C air 
vehicles..  
The designation RQ-4N was for a proposed US Navy version. 
 
 
 
 



Q-5        
TRW/IAI Hunter 
 
Specifications:            
span:  29’3”, 8.90 m 
length:  22’10”, 6.95 m   
engines: 2 Moto Guzzi    
max. speed: 122 mph, 196 km/h  
 

 
(Source: Northrop Grumman) 

 
In the early 1990s the US Army adopted the Hunter as BQM-155A. The first production aircraft flew for the first time in February 
1994. Operationally the BQM-155A was not successful and the programme was terminated in January 1996.  
In 1999 BQM-155As were taken out of storage for use in Kosovo and they were redesignated as RQ-5A and were used 
operationally as well as for tests. By the end of 2002 41 remaining of 72 were in service. 
Known serials include 00206 and 00219. 
The MQ-5A was a multi-mission version of the RQ-5A. 
The RQ-5B was a version modified for reconnaissance and attack missions and was built by Northrop Grumman. It was 
powered by 2 Mercedes Benz I80 engines and the span was 34’3”, 10.44 m and flew for the first time on 9 August 2005. The 
MQ-5B was a multi-mission version. 
 



Q-6        
Alliant Techsystems Outrider 
 
Specifications:            
span:  9’11”, 3.02 m 
length:  11’1”, 3.38 m   
engines: 1 UEL 801 rotary engine    
max. speed: 127 mph, 204 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Alliant Techsystems) 

 
After a first flight in March 1997, the RQ-6A was assigned to the Army in 1998. It had a 13,000 feet ceiling and 2-4 hour 
flight duration. The programme was cancelled in 1999 as the system did not fulfill requirements. A total of 20 were built of 
which 10 were of the RQ-6A configuration. 
  



Q-7        
AAI Shadow 200 
 
Specifications:            
span:  12’9”, 3.89 m  
length:  11’2”, 3.40 m    
engines: 1 UEL 741    
max. speed: 142 mph, 228 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Army) 

 
The RQ-7A was used by the US Army. 44 have been planned for purchase. Known serials include 01003, 01009, 01024, 01032, 
01038, 01039, 01046, 01053, 01057, 01059, 01063, 01078, 01079, 01084, 01087, 01088, 01099 and 02001. These serials 
may, however, be construction numbers as they are, likely, displayed on the vehicle as four digit numbers, such as 1057.  
In 2004 AAI developed a larger version with the designation RQ-7B which was powered by an AR-741-1100 engine. Serials 
included 02002. 
 



Q-8        
Northrop Grumman 379 Fire Scout 
 
Specifications:            
rdm:  27’6”, 8.30 m  
length:  22’11”, 6.73 m      
engines: 1 Allison 250-C20W     
max. speed: 144 mph, 231 km/h 
 

 
(Source: J.R. Freeland) 

 
The RQ-8A was an unmanned helicopter for the US Navy. The first flight was on 12 January 2000. The serials were 
166400/166401 and 166414/166416.  
The RQ-1B was a four rotor blade version of which the US Army ordered seven for evaluation in 2004. 
The US Navy had a requirement for 12 MQ-8B Sea Scouts whilst the USMC required 11. The first one flew in December 2006 
and known serials included 167784/167788, 167791, 167792, 167986/167988, 168213, 168441/168443 and 168449/168451. 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
12 MQ-8Cs, an improved version, are to be procured. These used a fuselage based on the Bell 407 helicopter. The fuselages 
were built by Bell and subsequently adapted by Northrop Grumman. 
Serials included 168455/168456 and 168808/168809 and a total of 28 were to be acquired. 
The control segment platform were designated as MD-4A and MD-4B. 
 



Q-9        
General Atomics B-003 Reaper 
 
Specifications:            
span:  84’, 25.60 m   
length:  26’8”, 8.23 m      
engines: 1 Allied Signal TPE-331-10T       
max. speed: 240 mph, 390 km/h 
 

 
(Source: americanspecialops.com) 

 
The MQ-9A was a medium to high altitude vehicle with a multiple role mission. The prototype was designated as YMQ-9A. The 
first flight was on 2 February 2001. There was also a MQ-9B version which was fitted with six wing pylons for armament or 
external fuel tanks. Serials included 02-4001/4004, 03-4005/4009, 04-4010/4013, 05-4014/4015, 06-4016 as well as 07-0109, 
07-0111, 07-4032, 08-0133, 09-4065, 10-0157, 10-0162, 12-0707/0711. The US Navy also operated MQ-9Bs, including 
168210/168213. 
Clearly these serials are not complete. 
 



Q-10        
MMIST Corp. Snow Goose 
 
Specifications:            
span:    
length:      
engines: 1 Rotax 914      
max. speed: 40 mph, 65 km/h 
 

 
(Source: mmist.ca) 

 
Drone aircraft for delivering supplies to special operations forces of the US Army, using a motorised capsule with a guided 
parachute. Deployment can be from flying aircraft or motor vehicles. Five were ordered for evaluation as CQ-10A, followed by 
about 40 examples which were used in Iraq and Afghanistan. There is a requirement for 74 vehicles.  
  



Q-11 
AeroVironment Raven 
 
Specifications:            
span:  4’3”, 1.30 m  
length:  3’7”, 1.09 m    
engines: 1 Aveox 27/26/7      
max. speed: 60 mph, 95 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Army) 

 
The RQ-11A was acquired by the US Army to be used by Special Operations Command in an urban environment. The aircraft 
was equipped with a CCD video and infrared cameras. Each Raven system typically consists of three aircraft, two ground 
control stations and spares. Ultimately 3300 may be built. 
The RQ-11B designation referred to the Raven B design. 

  



Q-12 
AeroVironment Wasp III 
 
Specifications:            
span:  2’5”, 0.72 cm  
length:  1’3”, 0.38 m   
engines: 1 AV 65044 direct drive electric motor       
max. speed: 40 mph, 65 km/h 
 

 
(Source: af.mil/information/factsheet) 

 
The designation MQ-12A was requested for this aircraft for the US Army but was not approved. Instead the designation was 
MQ-1C. 
The designation RQ-12A was then used for the Wasp III, developed for United States Air Force special operations to provide a 
small, light-weight vehicle to provide beyond-line-of-sight situational awareness. The aircraft was equipped with two on-board 
cameras to provide real-time intelligence to its operators. It was also equipped with GPS and an Inertial Navigation System 
enabling it to operate autonomously from takeoff to recovery.  
The aircraft was also ordered by the USMC. 
 
Refer also to Q-1 

 



Q-13 
 
The Q-13 designation has not been assigned. 
 



Q-14  
AeroVironment Dragon Eye 
 
Specifications:            
span:  3’9”, 1.14 m  
length:  3”, 0.91 m   
engines: 2 Aveox 1105/6Y Electric Brushless      
max. speed: 40 mph, 65 km/h 
 

 
(Source: AeroVironment?) 

 
The Dragon Eye was a hand or bungee launched small surveillance and reconnaissance UAV used by the USMC since 2002 
although the designation was not assigned until 2007. 
The designation RQ-14A referred to a version that can be flown autonomously whilst the RQ-14B version is manually flown. 
The latter version is also known as Swift and had a span of 3’7”, 1.10 m and a speed of 52 mph, 83 km/h. 
The USMC had a requirement for 467 RQ-14A systems, consisting of 3 UAVs each. 
 



Q-15 
DRS Technologies Neptune 
 
Specifications:            
span:  7’, 2.10 m  
length:  6’, 1.80 m   
engines: 1 15 hp piston engine      
max. speed: 97 mph; 156 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The Neptune was specially suited for operations over water. Flown for the first time in January 2002, the US Navy ordered 27 
aircraft as RQ-15A for use by the US Navy Special Forces. 

 



Q-16 
Honeywell 
 
Specifications:            
diameter: 13’, 0.33 m    
engines: 1 Bower Twin 3W-56       
max. speed: 46 mph, 74 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The designation YRQ-16A was assigned to a VTOL micro-UAV that provided real-time reconnaissance, surveillance, target 
acquisition, and battlefield management both day and night. The system consisted of two air vehicles with support equipment 
of fuel, batteries, an observer/controller unit, remote video terminal and starter. The UAV flew for the first time in June 2005. 
The US Navy subsequently ordered 186 units of the system with two RQ-16As each.  
There was also a RQ-16B version.  

 



Q-17 
MTC Technologies Skyhawk 
 
Specifications:            
span:  12’9”, 3.89 m  
length:  ?   
engines: 1 Honda GX-57      
max. speed: 103 mph, 167 km/h 
 

 
(Source: MTC Technologies?) 

 
Based on the T-15/T-16 family of UAVs developed by Arcturus UAV, the XMQ-17A was procured by the USMC to evaluate the 
operation of the UAV system itself, as well as possible payloads and applications like communications and data relay, electronic 
signals intelligence, electronic warfare, hyperspectral imaging and a synthetic aperture radar 
Launched from a trailer-mounted pneumatic launcher, it could carry a payload of up to 9 kg with a mission duration of up to 16 
hours.  
The programme was cancelled in January 2008. 
 

 
 



Q-18 
Boeing A160T Hummingbird 
 
Specifications:            
span:  36’, 10.97 m  
length:  35’, 10’67 m   
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney PW270D      
max. speed: 160 mph, 258 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Army) 

 
The Boeing A160 first flew, with a Subaru automotive engine, on 7 December 2001. 
In 2009 the US Special Operations Command (SOCOM) ordered 20 with the designation YMQ-18A to serve as a strike and 
surveillance aircraft. Deliveries are to start in FY 2012. 
 



Q-19 
AAI Aerosonde 
 
Specifications:            
span:  9’8”, 2.95 m   
length:  5’8”, 1.73 m   
engines: 1 Enya R120 (modified)      
max. speed: 90 mph, 145 km/h 
 

 
(Source: AAI?) 

 
The XMQ-19A was a multi-mission day/night unmanned aircraft that served as a test platform for investigating promising 
payload and sensor technologies. 
 

 
 
 



Q-20 
AeroVironment Puma 
 
Specifications: 
span:  9’2”, 2.80 m   
length:  4’7”, 1.40 m   
engines: electric motor     
max. speed: 51 mph, 83 km/h 
 

 
(Source: AeroVironment) 

 
The RQ-20A was a hand launched UAV fitted with both an electro-optical (EO) and infrared (IR) camera on a lightweight 
mechanically and digitally stabilized gimbaled payload.  
 



Q-21 
Boeing Insitu Integrator 
 
Specifications: 
span:  16’, 4.88 m    
length:  7’2”, 2.18 m   
engines: 1 8 hp engine     
max. speed: 92 mph, 148 km/h  
 

 
(Source: Boeing) 

 
The US Navy allocated the designation MQ-21A to the Boeing/Insitu Integrator in 2010.  
The Integrator fulfilled the Small Tactical Unmanned Aircraft System (STUAS) role for the US Navy and Marine Corps to provide 
persistent maritime and land-based tactical Reconnaissance, Surveillance, and Target Acquisition (RSTA) data collection and 
dissemination capabilities to the warfighter.  
The first reconnaissance RQ-21A Blackjack for the US Navy flew for the first time on 28 July 2012 with large numbers ordered 
for the US Navy and the Marine Corps. Serials included 168750/168753 and 169176. 
The designation NRQ-21A was used for a test version. 

 

 



Q-22 
AeroVironment Global Observer 
 
Specifications:            
span:  175’, 53.34 m   
length:  70’, 21.34 m   
engines: 1 internal combustion engine driving four electric motors     
max. speed:  
 

 
(Source: AeroVironment?) 

 
The Global Observer was an unmanned aircraft system designed to meet the Joint Capabilities Technology Demonstration 
(JCTD) requirements for a robust, cost-effective and extreme long duration communications and surveillance system that could 
over any location on the globe. Its range was up to one week and operating altitude 20 km. 
The first battery powered flight was on 5 August 2010 whilst the first flight using hydrogen as a fuel, was on 6 January 2011. 
Three were ordered as XRQ-22A. 

 

  



 

 
(Source: US NNavy) 

 
The RQ-23A was a lightweight, long-endurance, multi-mission capable, low cost and recoverable UAV fr the US Navy. It was 
capable of manual or autonomous takeoff and landing. 
 

 
 
 
  



Q-24 
Kaman K-1200 K-MAX 
 
Specifications: 
rdm:  48’3”, 14.70 m      
length:  51’10”, 15.80 m    
engines: 1 Honeywell T53-17A-1     
max. speed: 115 mph, 185 km/h  
 

 
(Source: USMC) 

 
The Kaman K-MAX flew for the first time as a crewed helicopter on 23 December 1991. 
From December 2010 the US Navy evaluated two uncrewed aircraft as an unmanned cargo delivery vehicle. The UUSMC 
conducted similar tests. On 18 March 2013 the USMC extended the contract indefinitely. 
These aircraft may have been designated as CQ-24A. 
 

 
  
 
  



Q-25 
? 
 
Specifications: 
span:      
length:     
engines:      
max. speed:   
 

 
Lockheed UCLASS design (Source: Lockheed Martin) 

 
The RAQ-25A designation was used for the US Navy’s Unmanned Carrier Launched Airborne Surveillance and Strike 
(UCLASS), a tactical carrier-based launch and recovery vehicle for day or night ISR operations with precision strike capability.  
Boeing, Lockheed Martin, General Atomics and Northrop Grumman conducted studies based on their earlier designs,  
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



Q-26 
AeroNautics Defense Systems  
 
Specifications: 
span:  27’11”, 8.50 m    
length:  14’9”, 4.50 m   
engines: 1 Herbrandson 290A     
max. speed: 126 mph, 203 km/h  
 
The designation RQ-26A referred to a multi-mission tactical UAV test bed for payloads in RDT&E and S&T missions 
This was possibly the Aerostar to which the specifications apply except that the Aerostar was fitted with a Herbrandson 4901A 
engine. 
 

 
    
 
  



Q-? 
Aurora Flight Sciences Orion 
 
Specifications: 
span:  132’, 40.23 m     
length:  50’, 15.24 m   
engines: 2 Austro AE300     
max. speed: 138 mph, 222 km/h  
 

 
(Source: Aurora FS) 

 

First flown in August 2013 the Orion was a long-endurance, Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) capable of providing extreme 
persistence for military applications, such as ISR and communication relay. Orion was competitively selected by the US Air 
Force for the Medium Altitude Global ISR and Communication (MAGIC) Joint Capability Technology Demonstration (JCTD).  
It had an endurance oif 120 hours. 
Whilst the aircraft had USAF markings it did not carry a serials and has, so far, not received a designation. 
 

 


