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C-1        
Grumman Trader  
 
Specifications:            
span:  72'7", 22.12 m 
length:  43'6", 13.26 m   
engines: 2 Wright R-1820-82WA   
max. speed: 280 mph, 450 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Jos Heyman) 

 
On 18 September 1962 the TF-1s and TF-1Qs remaining in service were redesignated as resp. C-1A and EC-1A.  
            
Refer also to E-1, S-2, S2F, TF, WF 
 



C-2        
Grumman 123 Greyhound  
 
Specifications:            
span:  80'7", 24.56 m 
length:  56'8", 17.27 m   
engines: 2 Allison T56-A-8A   
max. speed: 352 mph, 566 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The Greyhound was a transport version of the E-2A which had carrier capability and could transport up to 39 passengers. The 
principal modification was the new fuselage. Two E-2As, with serials 148147 and 148148 were converted as the YC-2A 
prototypes and the first flight was made on 18 November 1964.  
The production version was the C-2A which was built in two batches. The latest aircraft were fitted with Allison T56-A-425 
engines. 56 aircraft were built and the serials were 152786/152797, 155120/155124 and 162140/162178. A number of aircraft 
with serials 155125/155136 were cancelled.  
The designation C-2C, advanced in some websites, appears to be incorrect and refers to aircraft designated as C-2A. 
            
Refer also to E-2 

 



C-3        
Martin 404  
 
Specifications:            
span:  93'3", 28.42 m 
length:  74'7", 22.73 m   
engines: 2 Pratt & Whitney R-2800-34   
max. speed: 312 mph, 502 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Geoff Sobering) 

 
On 18 September 1962 the two RM-1Zs operated by the Coast Guard with serials 1282 and 1283, were redesignated as VC-3A. 
They were later transferred to the US Navy and received serials 158202 and 158203.  
            
Refer also to RM. 

 



C-4        
Grumman Academe  
 
Specifications:            
span:  78'4", 23.88 m 
length:  63'8", 19.41 m   
engines: 2 Rolls Royce Dart Rda 7/2   
max. speed: 350 mph, 563 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USCG) 

 
The Academe was a version of the G159 Gulfstream which flew for the first time on 14 August 1958 as a civilian aircraft. The 
Coast Guard acquired one example as VC-4A with the serial 1380, later 02. This aircraft had c/n 91 and was originally registered 
as N791G. A second aircraft, to be assigned the serial 1381, was not procured. The serial 02 was later used for an aircraft with 
c/n 92, at which time c/n 91 was reserialled 03.  
The US Navy ordered 10 aircraft with serials 151892/151901 initially designated as T-41A but redesignated as TC-4B. 
Procurement was, however, cancelled.          
The TC-4C was a version with a length of 67'11", 20.70 m and Rolls Royce Dart Mk 529-8X engines which was used for 
bombardier and navigator training in conjunction with the A-6 attack aircraft. 9 were ordered with serials 155722/155730 on 15 
December 1966 and the first aircraft flew on 14 June 1967.  
The US Army Corps of Engineers operated a Gulfstream without a designation or serial but with civilian registration N65CE. 
            
Refer also to T-41. 

 



C-5        
Lockheed 500 Galaxy  
 
Specifications:            
span:  222'8", 67.87 m 
length:  247'10", 75.54 m   
engines: 4 General Electric TF39-GE-1   
max. speed: 571 mph, 919 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USAF, via 10af.afrc.af.mil/photos) 

 
Selected over a Boeing C-5A design resembling the Boeing 747, the Lockheed Galaxy was a very heavy strategic transport 
aircraft for 345 troops and 265,000 lb freight. The first flight was on 30 June 1968 and 81 were built as C-5A of which, in the 
1980s, 77 were converted with new wings, the remaining four no longer being in service. The serials were 66-8303/8307, 
67-167/174, 68-211/228, 69-001/027 and 70-445/467 whilst 70-468, 71-180/212 and 72-99/112 were cancelled.  
C-5A 69-014 was used to test the airdrop/launch a LGM-30A/B Minuteman I missile on 24 October 1974, a launch system that 
was not further pursued. 
The C-5B designation was first applied in 1974 to a tanker version which was not proceeded with and was then applied to an 
improved version of the C-5A with General Electric TF39-GE-1C engines. 50 aircraft were built with serials 83-1285, 84-059/062, 
85-001/010, 86-011/026 and 87-027/045. The first flight took place on 10 September 1985.  
In 1993 two C-5As were converted by removal of the aft passenger compartments to allow the carrying of extra large loads. 
These aircraft were redesignated as C-5C. They had serials 68-213 and 68-216.  
The C-5D was a proposed replacement for the C-5A, in competition with the C-33A. 
The designation C-5M referred to an upgrade of the C-5B with General Electric F138-GE-100 engines which flew for the first 
time on 20 June 2006. A total of 24 aircraft were converted and they included 86-0013 (#1), 86-0025 (#2), 69-0024 (#3), 83-
1285 (#4), 85-0002 (#5), 85-0005 (#6), 85-0007 (#7), 84-0061 (#8), 85-0001 (#9), 87-0045 (#10), 87-0035 (#11), 85-0003 (#12), 
85-0004 (#13), 86-0017 (#14), 85-0008 (#15), 87-0036 (#16), 86-0020 (#17), 87-0040 (#18), 87-0042 (#19), 85-0010 (#20), 87-
0044 (#21) 86-0011 (#22), 87-0034 (#23) and 87-0029 (#24). Additional serials for C-5Ms included 68-0213, 84-0060, 86-0026, 
and 87-0028.  
The C-5N designation was applied to the C-5B during design stages.  

 



C-6        
Beechcraft 65-90 King Air  
 
Specifications:            
span:  50'3", 15.32 m 
length:  35'6", 10.82 m   
engines: 2 Pratt & Whitney PT6A-20   
max. speed: 250 mph, 402 km/h 
 

 
(Source: nationalmuseum.af.mil/factsheets/index.asp) 

 
In 1966 the USAF procured a civil King Air as VC-6A with serial 66-7943. It has been claimed that the aircraft was sold as 
N2085W whilst other sources claim it was upgraded to VC-6B standards. There is also a reference to a VC-6A with serial 66-
15361 although some references list it as a NU-8F. It has also been suggested that the VC-6B designations refers to a number 
of aircraft supplied to Spain.  
The US Army has used a confiscated King Air with serial 87-142 as well as two confiscated A90s with serials 86-092 and 
86-1683. It is not apparent that these received designations. 
 
Having lost the C-5A contract to Lockheed, Douglas proposed the Douglas C-6A and C-6B in 1967. These unofficial 
designations were mentioned in marketing brochures as part of the D-974 study. The design envisaged the aircraft to be 
powered by 6 advanced jet engines such as the Pratt & Whitney JT9D of the General Electric CF6-50. 
The C-6A designation has also been unofficially linked to a 1963 proposal by North American for a VTOL transport aircraft. 
            
Refer also to C-12, T-42, T-44, U-8, U-21 

 



C-7        
De Havilland DHC-4 Caribou  
 
Specifications:            
span:  95'8", 29.16 m 
length:  72'7", 22.12 m   
engines: 2 Pratt & Whitney R-2000-7M2 
max. speed: 216 mph, 348 km/h 
 

 
(Source: nationalmuseum.af.mil/factsheets/index.asp) 

 
On 1 January 1967 the CV-2As and CV-2Bs remaining in service with the US Army were transferred to the USAF and 
redesignated as resp. C-7A and C-7B. Later several aircraft were returned to the US Army National Guard as VC-7A. Some of 
these were later used by the Golden Knights parachute demonstration team with the designation YC-7A. 
 

 
(Source: US Army?) 

 
The YC-7A designation was again used, along with the RC-7B designation, to refer to versions of the De Havilland Dash 7, 
which have been discussed separately with the designation O-5. This occurred in 1995 and documentary evidence indicates a 
bureaucratic confusion as to aircraft types identifying the RC-7B as a ‘C-7A modified with a reconnaissance mission suite and 
an extended range capability’. 
            
Refer also to AC-1, O-5, V-2 

 



C-8        
De Havilland Canada DHC-5 Buffalo  
 
Specifications:            
span:  99', 30.18 m                                
length:  79', 24.08 m   
engines: 2 General Electric CT64-GE-10   
max. speed: 282 mph, 454 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Smithsonian Institute) 

 
The Buffalo was a transport aircraft originally developed for the US Army. On 1 July 1966 the four CV-7As, which had serials 
63-13686/13689, were transferred from the US Army to the USAF and redesignated as C-8A. The USAF released the aircraft 
for miscellaneous research projects.  
Aircraft 63-13686 went to NASA as N716NA before it was sold to Canada’s National Research Council. 
Aircraft 63-13687 went to the National Center for Atmospheric Research as N326D before being transferred to NASA as 
N715NA and used as the QSRA research aircraft, developed by Boeing and fitted with an augmentor wing and 4 Lycoming 
YF102 engines. Some reference sources have suggested this was not a former military aircraft. 
 

 
UC-8A 161546 (Source: Aviation images.net) 

 
Aircraft 63-13688 went to the National Oceanographic and Atmospherics Administration for high altitude photographic duties 
and was registered as N13688. In 1978 this aircraft was transferred to the US Navy as UC-8A with serial 161546 and was used 
at the Naval Weapons Centre. In 1994 it was transferred to the US Army, redesignated as CV-7A but still with the USN serial, 
before being sold in 1996 as N37AU. 
The final aircraft, 63-13689 was also transferred to the National Oceanographic and Atmospherics Administration as N13689. 
 



 
(Source: Bell Textron) 

 
The XC-8A, with a span of 96', 29.26 m, length of 77'4", 23.57 m and 2 CT64-820-1 engines, was converted from the 5th 
production aircraft which had been delivered to the Canadian air force as 9451, later 115451, in a joint US/Canadian programme 
to test the Bell air cushion landing system. In addition to its normal engines the aircraft also carried an engine to inflate the air 
cushion. The aircraft, with abbreviated serial 451 (and no evident US serial) was ordered in November 1970 and was delivered 
in November 1973. The first flight did not take place until March 1975 whilst the first air cushion landing was made on 11 April 
1975. The aircraft carried both Canadian and US markings and was returned to the Canadian air force in 1979, after having 
been converted back to its original configuration.  
            
Refer also to AC-2, V-7 
 



C-9        
McDonnell Douglas DC-9-30 Nightingale  
 
Specifications:            
span:  93'5", 28.47 m 
length:  119'4", 36.37 m   
engines: 2 Pratt & Whitney JT8D9   
max. speed: 565 mph, 909 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USAF) 

 
Military version of the DC-9 which was used by the USAF and US Navy as a medical evacuation aircraft and a transport aircraft.  
The C-9A version was a medical evacuation aircraft for the USAF and 21 were ordered with serials 67-22583/22586, 
68-8932/8935, 68-10958/10961 and 71-874/882. The first flight was on 8 August 1968.  
The C-9B was the US Navy’s transport version of which 31 had been procured. Some of these aircraft were newly built whereas 
others were purchased on the second hand market. Serials were 159113/159120, 160046/160051, 161266, 161529/161530, 
162390/162393, 162753/162754, 163036/163037, 163208, 163511/163513 and 164605/164608. Aircraft with serials 
159030/159034 and 160052 were cancelled.  
The USAF also acquired four similar aircraft as VIP transports. They carried the designation VC-9C and serials 73-1681/1683. 
73-1684 was cancelled. The VC-9Cs were later converted to C-9C.  
The designation NC-9D was assigned to a special test aircraft with serial 168277.  
The C-9K designation was used for two aircraft supplied to Kuwait with the serials 160749/160750.  
The P-9D designation was applied by McDonnell Douglas to an ASW version which did not proceed whilst the C-9D designation 
was suggested in 1997 for a C-9B replacement based on the McDonnell Douglas MD-90-30ER.  
 

 
 



C-10       
McDonnell Douglas Extender  
 
Specifications:            
span:  161'4", 49.17 m                        
length:  181'5", 55.30 m   
engines: 3 General Electric F103-GE-100   
max. speed: 570 mph, 917 km/h 
 

 
Model (Source: Handley Page) 

 
The C-10A designation was first allocated to 11 Handley Page Jetstreams which were ordered by the USAF with serials 
68-10378/10392. These were fitted with a strengthened cabin floor and a large cargo door. As Handley Page could not handle 
the production the programme was cancelled in October 1969 although it seems two aircraft had already flown earlier that year. 
The Jetstream was powered by 2 Garrett T76, had a span of 52', 15.85 m and a length of 47'2", 14.38 m with a max. speed of 
285 mph, 459 km/h. The aircraft, to the extent that they had been completed, were sold for scrap.  
 
Three Century Jetstreams (which were a conversion of the British Aerospace Jetstream) were used by the US Army with 
serials 85-24687/24689. 
 
 

 

 
(Source; US Navy) 

 
In 1978 the KC-10A designation was allocated, out of sequence, to a tanker version of the commercial DC-10 aircraft. The first 
flight took place on 12 July 1980 and 60 aircraft were procured with serials 79-0433/0434, 79-1710/1713, 79-1946/1951, 
82-0190/0193, 83-0075/0082, 84-0185/0192, 85-0027/0034, 86-027/038 and 87-0117/0124.  
The KC-10B has been associated with a military development of the MD11 commercial aircraft but was not proceeded with.  
The designation was also associated with a July 1980 proposals for a version that could carry ‘outsize’ cargo, for which the 
cargo door was to be enlarged and the floor strengthened. 
 



The US Navy and USMC occasionally used the services of one or two DC-10s converted as tankers and operated by Omega 
Tanker. These were not military aircraft and carried civilian registration N974VV and N852V. 
 
The Missile Defence Agency used a former American Airlines DC-10 modified as the Widebody Airborne Sensor Platform 
(WASP) with ultra high-frequency satellite communication facilities that performed target acquisition. The aircraft was registered 
as N910SF but when it was withdrawn from use at AMARC it was issued with serial 99-0910. 
 



C-11       
Grumman Gulfstream II  
 
Specifications:            
span:  68'10", 20.98 m 
length:  79'11", 24.36 m   
engines: 2 Rolls Royce Spey Mk511-8   
max. speed: 588 mph, 946 km/h 
 

 
(Source: William T. Larkins) 

 
The Gulfstream II twin jet flew first on 20 October 1966. A single aircraft was procured by the Coast Guard as VC-11A and was 
serialled 1451 and later 01. It was used by the Secretary of Transportation and was originally registered as N862GA. The US 
Army operated a VC-11A with serial 89-266. In 1993 it was redesignated as C-20J.   
NASA operated a number of Gulfstream IIs but these were not procured through military sources.  
 
Refer also to C-20. 

 



C-12       
Beechcraft 200 Huron  
 
Specifications:            
span:  54'6", 16.61 m 
length:  43'9", 13.43 m   
engines: 2 Pratt & Whitney PT6A-41   
max. speed: 339 mph, 545 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USAF) 

 
The C-12 design was based on the Super King Air 200 which first flew on 27 October 1972. The US Army ordered a number 
as U-25A but this designation was eventually changed into C-12A to coincide with similar aircraft procured by the USAF. The 
serials of these aircraft were 73-1205/1219, 74-22250/22269, 76-0158/0173, 76-3239, 76-22545/22564, 77-22931/22950, 
83-494/498 and 83-1216. Aircraft with serials 74-0161/0176 and 75-0001/0016 were cancelled.  
The UC-12B was powered by PT6A-41 engines and was supplied to the US Navy and the USMC with serials 161185/161206, 
161306/161327 and 161497/161518. A single aircraft with serial 161311 was converted with four P-3C sonobuoy launchers 
and redesignated as NC-12B in 1993. Aircraft with serials 161188, 161194, 161199/161201, 161314/161316, 161498, 
161508/161510, 161514 and 161518, were converted as TC-12B.  
The C-12C was similar to the UC-12B and consisted of sixty converted C-12As as well as a number of aircraft procured as 
C-12C outright with serials 78-23126/23139. The converted aircraft were 73-1205, 73-1206, 73-1207, 73-1208, 73-1209, 73-
1210, 73-1212, 73-1213, 73-1214, 73-1215, 73-1216, 73-1217, 73-1218, 73-1219, 74-22250/22269, 76-158, 76-159, 76-160, 
76-161, 76-162, 76-163, 76-164, 76-165, 76-166, 76-168, 76-169, 76-170, 76-171, 76-172, 76-173, 76-3239, 76-22545, 76-
22546, 76-22547, 76-22548, 76-22549, 76-22550, 76-22551, 76-22552, 76-22553, 76-22554, 76-22555, 76-22556, 76-22557, 
76-22558, 76-22559, 76-22560, 76-22561, 76-22562, 76-22563, 76-22564 and 77-22931/22950. A C-12C assigned to NASA 
was initially given serial 95-120. The designation JC-12C applied to a C-12C conversion with serial 78-23133 and a C-12A 
conversion with serial 76-22545. 
The C-12D was similar to the UC-12B but had a span of 55'6", 16.92 m. A number were procured for the US Army with serials 
78-23140/23145, 80-23371/23380, 81-23543/23546, 82-23780/23785, 83-499, 83-24145/24150 and 84-24375/24380. In 
addition one C-12A with serial 83-494 was converted to this standard. 
The RC-12D version was similar to the C-12D but had a span of 57'10", 17.63 m and a length of 43'8", 13.31 m. They were 
equipped with electronic intelligence gathering equipment and were known as Improved Guardrail V. Many were converted 
from C-12Ds whilst others were purchased outright. Serials of those purchased outright were 81-23541/23542, 81-23638/23642 
and 83-24313/24318. The serials of the converted aircraft included 78-23141/23145, 80-23371, 80-23373, 80-23374, 80-23375, 
80-23376, 80-23377, 80-23378, 81-23543, 81-23544, 81-23545 and 81-23546. 
The designation JC-12D was a C-12D conversion with serial 78-23140. 
Six aircraft of the UC-12D version were supplied to the Army National Guard and six to the USAF. The version was similar to 
the C-12D.  
A total of 29 C-12As were fitted with Pratt & Whitney PT6A-42 engines and were redesignated as C-12E.  
The C-12F was similar to the C-12A but with Pratt & Whitney T74 engines. They were procured by the USAF with serials 
84-143/182, 84-484/489, 85-1261/1272, 86-084/089, 87-160/161 and 92-3327/3329.  
The UC-12F was supplied to the US Navy with serials 163553/163564. Of these two were converted with surface search radar 
as RC-12F. Both versions were similar to the C-12F.  
The RC-12G was a version similar to the RC-12D. Nine were converted from the RC-12D with serials 80-23371/23380. One 
with serial 80-23380 was further converted as JRC-12G. 
In 1988 6 RC-12Ds with serials 83-24313/24318, were converted as RC-12H.  
 



 
C-12J (Source: USAF?) 

 
The C-12J was based on the civil Beechcraft 1900 and had a span of 54'6, 16.61 m, a length of 57'11", 17.65 m, 2 Pratt & 
Whitney PT6A-65B and a max. speed of 295 mph, 475 km/h. Seven were supplied to the Air National Guard with serials 
86-0078/0083 as well as 96-112. The USAF operated a number of Beechcraft 1900s without a designation and serials but with 
civilian registrations N20RA, N27RA and N623RA. 
The RC-12K was a version of the RC-12D with special electronics equipment and were procured by the US Army with serials 
85-147/155, 88-325/327 and 89-267/269.  
A number of RU-21Js were converted as VIP transports for the US Army. They were similar to the C-12A but had PT6A-41 
engines. The C-12L was a conversion of three RU-21Js with serials 71-21058/21060.  
A number of UC-12Bs and UC-12Fs were converted for the US Navy as UC-12M. In addition new UC-12Ms were built with 
serials 163836/163847.  The RC-12M version was similar to the RC-12F and at least two, with serials 163846 and 163847, 
were converted from UC-12Ms.  
The RC-12N prototype was a converted RC-12K (89-267) whilst new examples were procured with serials 89-270/276, 91-
516/518 and 99-273. Cancelled aircraft included 91-519. 
 

 
RC-12P (Source: US Army?) 

 
RC-12P referred to an elint version of which 12 were converted from RC-12Ns for the US Army including 91-518. In addition 
new aircraft were purchased with serials 92-13120/13125 and 93-697/701  
The RC-12Q was a further version with a top mounted radome. Serials included 93-697, 93-699/701 and 96-699/701. 
The C-12R was purchased for the US Army with serials 94-315/326 and 95-088/101. The designation JC-12R was also known. 
The C-12S was a US Army version whilst C-12T referred to updated US Army versions with modified cockpit arrangements. 
The MC-12S was a conversion of the C-12S for a multi-mission role.  
In 2004/06 a number of C-12Fs were converted as C-12U with similar new cockpits. They had serials 84-156, 84-157, 84-158, 
84-160, 84-161, 84-162, 84-163, 84-165, 84-180, 10-256, 10-257 and 10-261. The C-12V was a modification of the C-12R with 
a new cockpit arrangement. Conversions included 94-320 and 95-091. It also included serials 10-256/261 which may have been 
newly built C-12Vs. 
The MC-12W was a version for the gathering of intelligence information and reconnaissance duties of which 42 were delivered. 
Of these a number were second hand and others newly built. Serials included 08-293, 08-309, 08-336, 08-353, 08-376, 09-
623/628, 09-635, 09-637, 09-639, 09-640, 09-641, 09-642, 09-644, 09-646, 09-647, 09-648, 09-649, 09-654, 09-655, 09-656, 
09-659, 09-660, 09-661, 09-662, 09-665, 09-676, 09-678, 09-681, 09-684, 09-685, 09-686, 10-728, 10-729, 10-730, 10-737, 
10-738, 10-739, 10-742 and 10-751 with the serials being based on the construction number. In addition aircraft were acquired 
with serials 13-0282 and 13-0238, which serials were not based on the construction number. 



The UC-12W was a version for the USMC with serials 168204/168209. 
The RC-12X was a conversion of 14 RC-12Ks, RC-12Ns, RC-12Ps and RC-12Qs with an airborne SIGINT sensor and ground 
processing system, providing instantaneous precision geo-location and identification of threats to enable the Brigade Combat 
Team's Find, Fix, Finish, Exploit, Analyze and Disseminate (F3EAD) battle command process. Serials included 91-0518, 92-
13122, 92-13120/13124, 93-697, 93-699 and 93-701. Ultimately 33 may be converted. 
The US Army operated an undesignated Beech 200B with serial 07-21907. In addition the USAF flew three of them in Nevada 
with registrations N654BA, N661BA and N662BA. These three aircraft had no designation or serial. 
 
Refer also to C-6, T-44, U-21, U-25.  
 



C-13       
 
The C-13 designation was not used. 

 



C-14       
Boeing 953  
 
Specifications:            
span:  129', 39.32 m 
length:  131'8", 40.13 m   
engines: 2 General Electric F103-GE-   
max. speed: 500 mph, 805 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USAF, via 10af.afrc.af.mil/photos) 

 
A medium STOL transport aircraft designed to replace the C-130. Two aircraft were ordered in November 1972 as YC-14A and 
with serials 72-1873/1874. The first flight took place on 9 August 1976 and the tests continued until August 1977. One aircraft 
was then used as a civil demonstrator with registration N8780B but no production was undertaken.  
 



C-15       
McDonnell Douglas  
 
Specifications:            
span:  110'4", 33.63 m 
length:  124', 37.80 m   
engines: 4 Pratt & Whitney JT8D   
max. speed: 500 mph, 805 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USAF, via 10af.afrc.af.mil/photos) 

 
Medium STOL transport designed to replace the C-130. Two aircraft were ordered as YC-15A with serials 72-1875/1876 in 
November 1972. The first flight was on 26 August 1975. Although the C-15 design was declared winner over the C-14 design, 
the aircraft was not placed in production. On completion of tests the aircraft were placed in storage but 72-1875 was refurbished 
in 1997 to be used for tests as N15YC. 
The C-15B was a proposed stretched version as a replacement of the C-141. It would have had a span of 119’4”, 36.37 m and 
a length of 139”, 42.37 m, as well as improved engines. 
 



C-16       
Boeing 1050 
 
Specifications:            
span:                            
length:     
engines: 3  General Electric F103-GE (CF6-50) 
max. speed:   
 

 
(Source: Defense Visual Information Centre, via secretprojects.co.uk) 

 
On 27 November 1973 the YC-16 was reserved for an unknown Boeing aircraft. 
The designation C-16A was then reserved on 13 March 1975 for the De Havilland Canada DHC-6 Twin Otter that eventually 
was designated as UV-18A. 
The C-16 was then reserved for an unknown design from 17 December 1975 until 13 April 1981 when it was most likely used 
(formally or informally) for the Boeing 1050 submission to the USAF’s CX competition that resulted in the C-17.  
The C-16A designation was then to be used for a version of the Cessna CE-208 Caravan intended for use by Army in missions 
against leftist rebels in El Salvador and the forces of Nicaragua, but the aircraft was not accepted. 
Finally the designation has been linked to civilian Boeing 737s in the Civil Reserve Air Fleet.  
Following this, the designation was clearly marked as ‘not to be used’. 
 
Refer also to C-17, U-27, V-18 

 



C-17       
McDonnell Douglas/Boeing Globemaster 3  
 
Specifications:            
span:  165', 50.29 m                          
length:  174', 53.04 m   
engines: 4 Pratt & Whitney F117-PW-100   
max. speed: 508 mph, 818 km/h                
 

 
(Source: USAF) 

 
The C-17 was a transport aircraft originally proposed in 1981 but delayed due to the emergence of the C-5B. The prototype C-
17A carried serial 87-0025 and flew for the first time on 15 September 1991. The USAF ordered 223 production aircraft plus 
one replacement aircraft which were built by McDonnellDouglas at Long Beach and later by Boeing at the same plant. The 
production aircraft carried serials 88-0265/0266, 89-1189/1192, 90-532/535, 92-3291/3294, 93-599/604, 94-065/070, 95-
102/107, 96-001/008, 97-041/048, 98-049/057, 99-058/064, 99-165/170, 00-171/185, 01-186/197, 02-1098/1112, 03-
3113/3127, 04-4128/4138, 05-5139/5153, 06-6154/6168, 07-7169/7180, 08-8181/8204, 09-9205/9212 and 10-0213/0223 (the 
last batch).  
Extensive reserialling gave rise to many serials which were never carried. Reserialled batches were 99-065/070, 00-071/085, 
01-198/200, 02-101/115, 03-116/120, 04-121/126 and 05-127/135. 
A total of 34 aircraft were supplied to other nations. Aircraft 00-201/204, 06-205, 08-206, 09-207 and 12-208, were supplied to 
the RAF whilst 06-206, 07-207/209, 11-210 and 12-211 were supplied to Australia. Other foreign supplies included Canada (07-
7701/7704), NATO (08-0001/0003), Qatar (08-0201/0202, 12-0203/0204), United Arab Emirates (10-0401/0406), India (11-
0101/0110) and Korea. (13-0001/0002)  
Serials 94-034/037 refer to a cancelled batch. Te status of a batch with serials 14-001/010 is not known. 
The C-17B was a 2008 Boeing proposal for an improved version that could take off and land on shorter fields and would have 
improved self-protection capabilities. It was not ordered by the USAF. 
 



C-18       
Boeing 707  
 
Specifications:            
span:  130'10', 39.88 m 
length:  134'6", 41.00 m   
engines: 4 Pratt & Whitney JT3D   
max. speed: 600 mph, 965 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USAF) 

 
In 1981 the USAF purchased eight ex American Airlines Boeing 707s as C-18A which were intended to be used for spare parts 
but were eventually converted to flying airframes with serials 81-891/898. Further airframes were purchased (131 is the number 
quoted) but it is believed most of these were used for spares. Serials included 66-30052, 67-30053, 67-30054 and 68-11174. 
The latter serials were out of sequence. 
The C-18B version was used in the Milstar programme. One was converted from C-18A 81-898. 
Four of the C-18As were converted as EC-18B ARIA tracking aircraft and the first flight as such was on 27 February 1985. 
Serials include 81-891, 81-892, 81-894, 81-896 and 93-1044.  
The EC-18C designation was used for two aircraft with serials 86-0416/0147 converted for the US Army/USAF Joint 
Surveillance Target Attack Radar System and were eventually redesignated as E-8A. Aircraft 86-0416 was also associated with 
the designation TC-18A. 
Two further C-18As, 81-893 and 81-895, were converted in 1990 as EC-18D Cruise Missile Control Aircraft.  
The designation TC-18E was given to a number of aircraft used for E-3 pilot training with serials 81-893, 81-898 and 84-
1398/1399, whilst the designation TC-18F was applied to several aircraft with serials 165342/165343 and 166286 used by the 
US Navy for E-6 pilot training.  
 
Refer also to C-137, T-49, E-3, E-6, E-7, E-8 
 



C-19       
Boeing 747  
 
Specifications:            
span:  195'8", 59.64 m 
length:  231'4", 70.51 m   
engines: 4 Pratt & Whitney JT9D   
max. speed: 608 mph, 978 km/h 
 

 
N655PA (Source: Mathias Becker) 

 
The C-19A designation was first applied to three airline aircraft to be procured by the ANG for delivery in 1984. One of these 
was to be converted as a Space Shuttle carrier aircraft. Acquisition was cancelled in May 1984.  
Since then the designation is believed to have been assigned to 31 Boeing 747s of civil fleets which have been modified as 
Civil Reserve Fleet Aircraft, 19 of which were in the Pan American fleet, including N655PA (as pictured). No serials were 
assigned to these aircraft. The first converted aircraft flew on 31 May 1985.  
            
Refer also to C-25, C-33, C-36, E-4, L-1 

 



C-20       
Gulfstream 3  
 
Specifications:            
span:  77'10" 23.72 m 
length:  83'1", 25.32 m   
engines: 2 Rolls Royce F113-RR-100   
max. speed: 586 mph, 943 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USCG) 

 
Initially three C-20As were procured by the USAF with serials 83-500/502. One of these aircraft was converted as EC-20A. A 
VC-20A version flew for the first time on 26 January 1990. 
A further seven aircraft were purchased as C-20B with serials 86-200/206. Of these 86-205 was transferred to the US Coast 
Guard with serial 01. The US Army operated a confiscated aircraft as C-20B with serial 86-402. 
The C-20C was a further development for the USAF of which three were procured with serials 85-049/050 and 86-403. 
The US Navy procured two similar C-20Ds with serials 163691/163692 whilst the US Army bought two similar aircraft as C-20E 
with serials 87-139/140. The Army also bought a further C-20F as a VIP aircraft with serial 91-108.  
The EC-20F was a US Navy version for tactical ECM training of which three were ordered.  
Two C-20Gs were delivered to the US Navy with serials 165093/165094 whilst another 5 were ordered for the USMC, including 
serials 165151/165153.  
The USAF received C-20Hs with serials 90-0300, 92-0275 and 92-0375 whilst the C-20J designation was applied to US Army 
aircraft 89-266 that previously had been designated as VC-11A.  
The designation C-20K referred to a conversion of the C-20E used as a test bed for new electronic communications equipment.  
Refer also to C-11. 

    



C-21 
Gates Learjet 35A  
 
Specifications:            
span:  39'6", 12.04 m 
length:  48'4", 14.83 m   
engines: 2 Garrett TFE731-2-2b   
max. speed: 528 mph, 850 km/h 
 

 
(Source: nationalmuseum.af.mil/factsheets/index.asp) 

 
The Learjet was first introduced as a civil aircraft in 1973 but was acquired in 1984 on lease as the C-21A operational support 
aircraft for the USAF with serials 84-063/0142 and 86-0374/0377. The leased aircraft were purchased in September 1986. One, 
with serial 84-066, was converted as NC-21A. 
The serial 87-026 was used for a confiscated Learjet 35. 
 



C-22       
Boeing 727  
 
Specifications:            
span:  108', 32.92 m 
length:  133'2", 40.49 m   
engines: 3 Pratt & Whitney JT8D   
max. speed: 605 mph, 973 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USAF) 

 
The Boeing 727 is a medium range jetliner which flew for the first time in 1963. In 1983/84 a number were purchased by the 
USAF.                         
The C-22A was a single 727-300 which was procured for use in Panama with serial 84-0193 (ex N7B). There is also a report 
of a C-22A for the Coast Guard with serial 7004 but this is most likely N7004U that, for some time, was stored at Davis Monthan 
AFB, before going to the Pima Air Museum,,  
Four C-22Bs were purchased for the District of Columbia Air National Guard with serials 83-4610 (ex N4610), 83-4612 (ex 
N4612), 83-4615 (ex N4615) and 83-4616 (ex N4616). These aircraft previously served with Pan Am. The first aircraft became 
operational on 23 April 1986. It has been suggested that the purchase of aircraft with serials 83-4611, 83-4613, 83-4614 and 
83-4617 was cancelled.  
The C-22C designation was assigned to a single aircraft with serial 83-4618. It was previously N48054. 

 



C-23       
Shorts SD330 Sherpa  
 
Specifications:            
span:  74'9", 22.78 m 
length:  58', 17.68 m   
engines: 2 Pratt & Whitney T101-CP-100   
max. speed: 219 mph, 352 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USAF) 

 
30 C-23As were ordered by the USAF as a tactical transport aircraft in Europe. The first flight was on 6 August 1984 and the 
serials were 83-0512/0513, 84-0458/0473 and others. Three aircraft, with serials 84-0464, 84-0466 and 84-0471, were used for 
tests as JC-23A. 
The US Army also procured 22 C-23Bs for use by the National Guard as well as at Kwajalein. Serials were 85-25342/25345, 
90-042, 90-7011/7016, 93-1317/1336, 94-307/314 and others. The first flight was on 12 June 1990. In 1995/96 up to 44 ex 
civilian aircraft were procured by the Army NG as C-23B. Serials included 88-1861/1870. The designation UC-23B has also 
been used for these aircraft.  
The designation C-23C has been used for converted UC-23Bs.  
The C-23D designation was for a conversion for global air traffic management compliance for world-wide deployability. 

 



C-24       
Douglas DC-8  
 
Specifications:            
span:  142'5", 43.41 m 
length:  105'6", 45.87 m   
engines: 4 Pratt & Whitney JT3D-3   
max. speed: 580 km/h, 933 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy?) 

 
In 1987 the US Navy procured a used Douglas DC-8-54F and had it converted by E-Systems as the EC-24A for electronics 
duties. The serial was 163050. The DC-8 flew originally on 30 May 1958 and a total of 556 were built. The 54F version, of which 
29 were built, flew for the first time on 29 October 1962.  
 



C-25       
Boeing 747  
 
Specifications:            
span:  195'8", 59.64 m 
length:  231'4", 70.51 m   
engines: 4 General Electric F108-GE-102   
max. speed: 608 mph, 978 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USAF) 

 
The VC-25A was a version of the Boeing 747 for use as the presidential aircraft. The first flight of the first aircraft was 26 January 
1990 although it had flown earlier, on 16 May 1987, as a 'green' aircraft. Two aircraft were ordered with serials 86-8800 and 
86-8900 although these serials were later replaced by out of sequence serials 82-8000 and 92-9000.  
            
Refer also to C-19, C-33, C-36, E-4, L-1 

 



C-26       
Fairchild Metro III  
 
Specifications:            
span:  57', 17.37 m 
length:  59'4", 18.08 m   
engines: 2 Garrett TPE-311-12   
max. speed: 400 mph, 644 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Army?) 

 
The Metro III was a light regional transport aircraft that was ordered for the ANG as C-26A with serials 86-0450/0459 and 89-
450/460 (although this may be a partial duplication). The US Army ordered two C-26Bs and the USAF 53 C-26Bs. The serials 
were 87-1000/1001, 89-515, 90-523/531, 90-7038, 91-502/514, 91-572, 92-369/374 and 94-259/265.  
The RC-26B was a reconnaissance version of the C-26B and serials included 94-260 as well as a converted C-26B with serial 
92-369. 
The UC-26C was similar to the C-26A and used for anti-drug operations with serial 88-1471. The Air Force operated a single 
VC-26C. 
The C-26D designation referred to a number of C-26Bs converted for use with the US Navy. It included 90-528, 90-530, 90-
531, 90-7038, 91-502, 91-512, 91-514, 92-370, 92-371 and 92-373. 
The C-26E was an upgrade conversion of the C-26B.  
The US Army Corps of Engineers operated an aircraft without a designation or serial and with civilian registration N55CE. 
 



C-27       
Alenia G-222 Spartan  
 
Specifications:            
span:  94'2", 28.70 m 
length:  74'5", 22.68 m   
engines: 2 General Electric T64-GE-P4D   
max. speed: 336 mph, 540 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USAF) 

 
The Aeritalia G-222 flew for the first time on 18 July 1970. In 1990 it was selected as the USAF’s STOL transport for use in 
Panama. Designated C-27A 18 were acquired. They were supplied through Chrysler Technologies and serials included 
90-170/174 and 91-103/107 whilst 90-175/179 were cancelled. The first flight of a C-27A was on 30 July 1991.  
The designation C-27J was used to identify a version with 2 Rolls Royce AE2100D2 engines. The version was developed by 
Aeritalia and Lockheed Martin. Other versions included MC-27J and AC-27J. None of these designations were official at the 
time they were first introduced. 
The version was eventually ordered by the US Army and USAF in 2007 with 75 to be delivered to the US Army and 70 to the 
USAF. Whilst the USAF version was designated as C-27B, the US Army version was designated as C-27J.  
In 2009 responsibility for the C-27J was transferred from the US Army to the USAF and at this time 38 had been ordered. A 
further 17 were cancelled in 2011 leaving only 21 to be built as C-27J. The known C-27J serials were 07-27010, 07-27011, 08-
27012/27015, 09-27016/27022 and 10-27023/27030. In these serials the ‘27’ refers to the designation. In 2013 it was decided 
that 14 C-27J aircraft would be transferred to the USCG where they were designated as HC-27J and received serials 
2701/2714.  Seven had already been assigned to the US Special Services Command. 
Serials 12-27048/27057 were used for C-27Js delivered to Australia. 
The AC-27J was a gunship version proposed on 2008 of which 9 to 16 were to be ordered. C-27A 90-170 was converted as a 
prototype of the AC-27J.  
No C-27Bs were built. 
In 2008 the USAF ordered 18 refurbished Aeritalia G-222, formerly of the Italian Air Force, for delivery to Afghanistan. It is not 
known if these received USAF serials and the aircraft were eventually demolished in 2014. 
 
The UC-27A designation was unofficially assigned to a Fairchild F-27 Friendship operated by the US Navy with serial 161628. 
The Fokker Friendship is described separately as C-31.  
The UC-27 designation has also been linked to two Cessna Caravans were operated at one stage with serials 96-6047 and 96-
6048.  
 
 
 



C-28       
Cessna 404 Ambassador  
 
Specifications:            
span:  46', 14.02 m 
length:  39'6", 12.04 m   
engines: 2 Continental GTSIO-520   
max. speed: 225 mph, 362 km/h 
 

 
(The C-28As at AMARC, Source: Don Hewins via aboic.co.uk) 

 
Two aircraft were procured by the US Navy as C-28A with serials 163917 and 164761 and were used until 2001 when they 
were transferred to the US Border Patrol as N96BP and N97BP.  
The Cessna 404 first flew on 26 February 1975. 
 



C-29       
British Aerospace 800  
 
Specifications:            
span:  51'5", 15.67 m 
length:  51'2", 15.60 m   
engines: 2 Garrett TFE-731-5   
max. speed: 525 mph, 845 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USAF) 

 
Based on the HS-125 the USAF procured six aircraft as C-29A for use in flight inspection and navigation missions. The serials 
were 88-269/274 and the first flight was on 11 May 1989. In September 1991 the aircraft were transferred to FAA with 
registrations N94/99. 
 



C-30       
Not assigned  
 
Specifications: 
span:            
length:                 
engines:                     
max. speed:                     
 
The C-30A designation was requested by SAF/AQQL, a section of the Secretary Of The Air Force’s office, but the designation 
was not proceeded with. 
 
In 2005 the designation KC-30 was informally used by Northrop Grumman to promote the A330 based tanker proposal for the 
USAF. The designation KC-30A was also used by Airbus for the Airbus A330-203 tanker aircraft delivered to the Royal 
Australian Air Force. 
 
Refer also to C-45 

 



C-31       
Fairchild F-27 Friendship            
 
Specifications:            
span:  95'2", 29.00 m 
length:  77'4", 23.56 m 
engines: 2 Rolls Royce Dart     
max. speed: 265 mph, 427 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Shanaberger) 

 
The F-27 was a twin engined transport built in the Netherlands with licence production by Fairchild in the USA.  
The Golden Knights parachute demonstration team of the US Army used two confiscated Friendship Mk. 4000s as C-31A with 
identifiers GK-001 and GK-002. Operating from Fort Grangg their formal serials were 85-1607 and 85-1608.  
 
The US Navy procured one aircraft built by Fairchild with serial 161628 and which was unofficially designated as UC-27A. It 
was used for some years by the Atlantic Underwater Test and Evaluation Centre.  
 

 
UC-27A (Source: Aad van de Voet) 

 
Refer also to C-138 

 



C-32       
Boeing 757-200 
 
Specifications:            
span:  124'6", 37.82 m  
length:  155'3", 47.47 m  
engines: 2 Pratt & Whitney 2037      
max. speed: 570 mph, 917 km//h 
 

 
(Source: Sam Meyer) 

 
Four C-32As, with serials 98-001/002, 99-003/004 were acquired for the VIP fleet based at Washington. The first flight took 
place on 11 February 1998. 
In addition there were a number of C-32B versions operated by the National Security Council’s Foreign Emergency Support 
Team. They carried no markings but the serials may be 98-6006, 99-6143, 00-9001, 02-4552 and 02-5001. The aircraft were 
powered by Rolls Royce RB211 engines. It has been suggested that the aircraft with serials 99-6143, 00-9001 and 02-5001 are 
the same aircraft using the serials interchangeably. 
 



C-33       
Boeing 747-400F  
 
Specifications:            
span:  195'8", 59.64 m 
length:  231'4", 70.51 m   
engines: 4 Pratt & Whitney PW4056   
max. speed: 608 mph, 978 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Flug Revue 6/1995, p. 68) 

 
The C-33A was a heavy military transport based on the Boeing 747-400 commercial aircraft. It was proposed to meet the 1994 
USAF requirement for an alternative airlift aircraft but was not proceeded with. It has been suggested it was intended to use 
surplus civilian aircraft. 
 
Refer also to C-19, C-25, C-36, E-4, L-1 
 



C-34       
 
It has been suggested that the designation C-34 was not used to avoid confusion with the T-34. 
 



C-35       
Cessna Citation V  
 
Specifications:            
span:  52’3”, 15.90 m 
length:  45’11”, 14.90 m   
engines: 2 Pratt & Whitney JT15D-5A   
max. speed: 492 mph, 791 km/h 
 

 
(Source: A.K. Radecki) 

 
The Cessna Citation V had first flown on 18 August 1987. In 1997 the US Army procured 35 UC-35As. The serials included 95-
123/125, 96-107/111, 97-101/105, 98-006/010 and 99-100/102. 
The UC-35B version was also known with serials 99-103/104, 00-1054 and 03-016. 
The UC-35C version was for the USMC and was procured with serials 165740/165741 whilst the US Army had three aircraft 
with serials 00-1051/1053.  
The UC-35D was another USMC version with serials 165938/165939, 166374, 166474, 166500, 166712/166717 and 
166766/166767 whilst it was also ordered by the US Army with serial 03-0726. 
The US Air Force used a Citation V with serial 01-301 without a designation. Earlier three Citation VIs had been supplied to 
Turkey with serials 93-7024/7026. In 1973 the USCG had evaluated a Cessna Citation with serial 519. 
 
Refer also to T-47 
 



C-36       
Boeing 747-400  
 
Specifications:            
span:  195'8", 59.64 m 
length:  231'4", 70.51 m   
engines: 4 General Electric F108-GE-102   
max. speed: 608 mph, 978 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Boeing?) 

 
The designation YFC-36A was allocated in 1996 to a four engined aircraft to carry an airborne laser. This aircraft was later 
redesignated as YAL-1A. 
 
Refer also to C-19, C-25, C-33, E-4, L-1 
 



C-37 
Gulfstream V 
 
Specifications:            
span:  93’6”, 28.50 m 
length:  96’5”, 29.40 m 
engines: 2 BMW Rolls Royce BR710-48  
max. speed: 530 mph, 851 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Graham Peterson, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #4247) 

 

The Gulfstream V business aircraft, which flew for the first time on 28 November 1995, was used as C-37A by the US Army 
and USAF with serials 97-049, 97-400/401, 99-402, 99-404/405, 01-028/030, 01-065, 01-076, 02-1863, 05-1944 (reserialled 
from 97-049) and 09-525. The US Navy had five with serials 166375/163379 whilst two were operated by the US Coast Guard 
as 101 and 102.. 
The US Coast Guard operated a VC-37A with serial 01 as an executive aircraft. 
The designation EC-37A was used by the company to identify an electronic intelligence gathering version.  
The C-37B version was a VIP aircraft for the US Army based on the Gulfstream G550. It had serial 04-1778. The US Navy had 
several with serials 166376/166379. 
The serial 06-500 was used for an undesignated Gulfstream 550. 
 



C-38 
Galaxy (IAI) Astra SPX 
 
Specifications:            
span:  54’7”, 16.64 m 
length:  55’7”, 16.96 m  
engines: 2 Allied Signal TFE731-40 
max. speed: 539 mph, 867 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USAF) 

 
Two off-the-shelf IAI Astra SPXs were procured as C-38A for use by the ANG. The serials were 94-1569/1570. 

 



C-39       
Boeing 737-700  
 
Specifications:            
span:  112’7”, 34.32 m  
length:  110’4”, 33.63 m 
engines: 2 General Electric CFM 56-7 SLST  
max. speed: 615 mph, 990 km/h  
 
It has been speculated that the C-39A designation was for a military version of the Boeing 737 but the designation was cancelled 
to avoid confusion with the CT-39 which was still in service. The designation C-40A was used instead. 
 
Refer also to C-40, P-8 and T-43  
 



C-40       
Boeing 737-700 Clipper  
 
Specifications:            
span:  112’7”, 34.32 m  
length:  110’4”, 33.63 m 
engines: 2 General Electric CFM 56-7 SLST  
max. speed: 615 mph, 990 km/h  
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The US Navy ordered a number of C-40As to replace the C-9 fleet. The first flight of the C-40A was on 14 April 2000 although 
the first flight of a Boeing 737-700 had been on 9 February 1997. The serials included 165829/165836, 166693, 166694, 
166695, 166696, 168980 and 168981. 
The USAF ordered 7 as C-40B which were fitted with electronics and communications equipment for use by battle commanders. 
The serials included 01-005, 01-015, 01-040, 01-041 and 02-042. 
The designation C-40C referred to a version for the ANG. The serials were 02-201/204, 05-932. The designation was also used 
for several 737-700 Business Jets acquired for delivery to the USAF in 2007 including 05-730/732 as well as 09-540. 
The USAF also operated a number of Boeing 737 aircraft to undertake regular flights to and from Nevada test sites. Some of 
these aircraft were former CT-43s which were flown with civilian registrations N5175U, N5176Y, N5177C, N5294E and N5294M. 
In 2009 they were replaced by a number of other Boeing 737s without a military designation and with civilian registrations 
N288DP, N365SR, N273RH, N859WP, N869HH, N319BD and N4529W. 
 
Refer also to C-39, P-8 and T-43 
 



C-41 
CASA 212 Aviocar             
 
Specifications:            
span:  62'4", 19.00 m 
length:  49'4", 15.04 m 
engines: 2 Garrett TPE331-10R 
max. speed: 239 mph, 385 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USAF) 

 
Spanish built Aviocar light transport flew for the first time on 26 March 1971.  
Two were acquired by the USAF as 87-158/159 whilst the Army had one with serial 88-321. The US Army also operated one 
with civilian registration N296CA. Other reference sources suggest the US Army used 20 for trials and the USAF used five in 
Panama. Other known serials include 90-168/169 and 90-177/178. The USAF also used the aircraft as a training aircraft for 
missions in foreign host nations’ aircraft. In 1990 the USCG leased one aircraft which carried its construction number 0393 as 
serial.  
None of these aircraft appear to have received a designation at the time of their purchase and the designation C-41A was not 
revealed until 2002.  
 



C-42       
Boeing 767  
 
Specifications:            
span:  170’4”, 51.90 m 
length:  201’4”, 61.37 m    
engines: 2 Pratt & Whitney PW4000   
max. speed: 530 mph, 851 km/h 
  

 
(Source: Boeing?) 

 
The KC-42A designation was requested for the KC-767 but was never approved. The KC-767 was used a tanker derivative of 
the Boeing 767 of which at least 100 were required. In late 2004 the contract was cancelled by the US Congress after evidence 
of illegal dealings became known. Serials included 11-46001/11-46019. 
In 2007 it was suggested that the C-42 designation was not used to avoid confusion with the German Icarus C-42 aircraft. 
 
Refer also to C-46 and E-10 
 



C-43       
 
The C-43 designation was not used to avoid confusion with CT-43s that were in service. 
 



C-44       
 
The C-44 designation was not used to avoid confusion with T-44s that were in service. 
 



C-45       
EADS North America 
 
Specifications:            
span:  197’10”, 60.28 m  
length:  192’11”, 58.78 m    
engines: 2 General Electric CF6-80E    
max. speed: 547 mph, 880 km/h 
 

 
(Source: EADS) 

 
Based on the Airbus A330 and initially widely advertised as KC-30, the USAF selected the KC-45A as the winner of the KCX 
competition in 2008. The decision was challenged and the competition was re-opened in July 2008 and finally cancelled in 
September 2008 in favour of retaining the KC-135 tankers.  
The KCX competition was reopened in 2009 and in April 2010 EADS North America indicated it submitted an Airbus A330 
development as the KC-45A, this time without Northrop Grumman. Eventually the design was not selected. By then Airbus had 
started the construction of the first aircraft with c/n 925. It was later converted into a civilian transport. 
There was a requirement for 179 aircraft.   
 
Refer also to C-30, C-42, C-46 
 

 

 



C-46     
Boeing 767-2C Pegasus 
 
Specifications:            
span:  157’8”, 48.06 m  
length:  165’6”, 50.44 m    
engines: 2 Pratt & Whitney PW4062  
max. speed: 570 mph, 915 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Boeing) 

 
In February 2011 the contract for 18 KC-46A tanker aircraft was awarded to Boeing. The first flight took place on 28 December 
2014 and production aircaft are expected to be delivered in 2017. There is a total requirement of at least 179 aircraft. Known 
serials include 11-46001/46019. 
 
Refer also to C-42 and C-45 

 

 


