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Z-1        
Goodyear  
 
Specifications:            
length:  324', 98.76 m   
engines: 2 Wright R-1820-   
max. speed:  85 mph, 137 km/h 
  

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
On 18 September 1962 those ZPG-2W and ZPG-2 airships remaining in service were redesignated as EZ-1B and SZ-1B. The 
designation Z-1A was not used.  
In a similar way the ZPG-3Ws, which had a length of 403', 122.83 m and had 2 Wright R-1820-88 engines, were redesignated 
as EZ-1C.  
The last flight of a Naval airship was on 31 August 1962 and the designations were presumably for the remaining airships 
gondolas that were kept in storage, such as BuNo 144243. 
One of the SZ-1Bs was in 1985 used in combination with four SH-34Js in the Piasecki Helistat experiment. 
The SZ-1A designation appeared in the early eighties but it is not believed to have been associated with the Z-1 airships 
discussed here. 
 
Refer also to ZPG 

 



Z-2        
Airship Industries Sentinel 6000  
 
Specifications:            
length:  425', 129.54 m   
engines: 2 CRM BR 1/2000 
max. speed: 103 mph, 167 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Airship Industries) 

 

Following tests by the US Navy, one example was ordered as YEZ-2A to evaluate it as a radar platform allowing a continuous 
operation for 30 days with a crew of 10. Ultimate production could have been 40 to 50 examples. Development was 
subsequently cancelled although a mock-up of the gondola was built.           
 



Z-3        
American Blimp Comp. A-170 
 
Specifications:            
length:  178’, 54.25 m   
engines: 2 Lycoming IO-360-BIG6 
max. speed: 46 mph, 74 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The MZ-3A was based on the commercial A-170 series of blimps and was delivered to the US Navy in May 2006 was used by 
the Office of Naval Research for the Advanced Airship Flying Laboratory project. The serial was 167811. It was stored in 2007 
and returned to service in January 2010 for further tests including the US Coast Guard. 
In 2011 two DeltaHawk turbo diesel engines were fitted. 
 

 
 
 
 



Z-4 
Northrop Grumman  
 
Specifications:            
length:  298’6”, 90.98 m   
engines: 4 Centurion 4.0 Thielert  
max. speed: 92 mph, 148 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Army) 

 
The RZ-4A was a hybrid airship weapons system to provide a persistent observation aid for US Army troops in Afghanistan 
with a mission time of more than 3 weeks. 
Developed by Northrop Grumman three examples of the Long Endurance Multi-Intelligence Vehicle (LEMV) systems were 
ordered but only one was completed with serial 05009.  
The first and only flight was on 7 August 2012 before the programme was cancelled on 14 February 2013. 
 

 
 


