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U = Vought/Chance Vought/LTV (1922-1962) 
 

AU         
Vought Corsair 
 
Specifications:            
span:  41', 12.50 m 
length:  34'1", 10.39 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-2800-83WA 
max. speed: 238 mph, 383 km/h 
      

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The AU was an attack version of the F4U Corsair design. The XAU-1 was a converted F4U-5NL which was also known as 
XF4U-6. The serial was 124665 and it had a length of 34'6", 10.52m and was fitted with a R-2800-32 engine.  
This was followed 111 production AU-1s which had serials 129318/129417 and 133833/133843.  
            
Refer also to F3A, FG, F2G, F4U 

 



A2U        
Vought V-389 Cutlass 
 
Specifications:            
span:  38'8", 11.79 m 
length:  44'3", 13.49 m 
engines: 2 Westinghouse J46-WE-8A 
max. speed: 610 mph, 980 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Vought) 

 
It was intended to built a specialised attack version of the F7U-3 as A2U-1. Although 246 aircraft were ordered with serials 
138368/138417, 139822/139867 and 140161/140310, all were cancelled on 18 November 1954 at which time the first aircraft 
was completed and was being tested pending a first flight in January 1955. Some serials were reassigned. The A2U-1 was 
sufficiently different in detail from the F7U that it couldn't be completed without extensive modifications. 
Vought also gave consideration to an A2U-2 version with J26-WE-2 engines and an A2U-3 version with Wright J65 engines. It 
is understood these designations were not official. 
            
Refer also to F7U 

 



A3U 
Vought 381 
 
Specifications:            
span:   
length:   
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney J57-P-3 
max. speed:  
 

 
(Source: Chance Vought) 

 
The designation A3U has been unofficially linked to a 30 September 1952 proposal by Vought for an attack aircraft using 
variable geometry. The wing tips could be tilted in flight to increase/decrease the aspect ratio/wing area as desired.  
It has also been suggested that the XA3U-1 designation would have been used for the V-455, a projected assault version of 
F8U, if procured. 
 



FU         
Vought 
 
Specifications:            
span:  34'4", 10.46 m 
length:  28'5", 8.66 m 
engines: 1 Wright J5 
max. speed: 122 mph, 196 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy, via William T. Larkins) 

 
The UF-1 designation was assigned to a development of the Vought VE-9 with a span of 34'2", 10.41 m, length of 24'5", 7.44 
m, 1 Wright E2 engine and a max speed of 117 mph, 188 km/h. One aircraft with serial A6478 was converted. Others were 
redesignated as UO-1 before completion. 
The FU-1 was originally ordered as the UO-3 on 30 June 1926 but the 20 aircraft were redesignated as FU-1 before completion. 
The serials were A7361/7380. 18 of the FU-1s were eventually converted as FU-2 two-seat trainers.  
            
Refer also to OU 

 



F2U        
Vought 
 
Specifications:            
span:  36', 10.97 m 
length:  27', 8.23 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1340 
max. speed: 146 mph, 235 km/h 
 

 
(Source: William T. Larkins) 

 
One example of the XF2U-1 single seat fighter was built in 1929. It carried serial A7692 and flew for the first tme on 21 May 
1929. It crashed on 6 March 1931.  
 



F3U        
Vought 
 
Specifications:            
span:  31'6", 9.60 m 
length:  26'6", 8.08 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1535-64 
max. speed: 214 mph, 344 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Aubry Gratton, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #8133) 

 
The XF3U-1 was a two seat aircraft based on the BuAer design 113. One aircraft was ordered on 30 June 1932 with serial 9222 
and it flew for the first time either on 9 May 1933 or 22 June 1933. In February 1934 it was redesignated as XSBU-1. Vought 
records claim that there was a second airframe with serial 9746 but this number has been used for an XSBU-1.  
            
Refer also to SBU 

 



F4U        
Vought V-166 Corsair 
 
Specifications:            
span:  41', 12.50 m 
length:  33'4", 10.61 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-2800-8 
max. speed: 417 mph, 671 km/h 
 

 
(Source: NASA) 

 
The Corsair was meant to be a carrier fighter but was predominantly used by the USMC. In total 7728 were built by Vought, 
735 by Brewster as F3A and 3006 by Goodyear as FG.  
The single XF4U-1 was ordered on 11 June 1938 with serial 1443. It was fitted with a XR-2800-4 engine and flew for the first 
time on 29 May 1940.  
It was followed by the F4U-1 which was first ordered on 30 June 1941. The first flight was made on 25 June 1942 and in total 
758 were built with serials 02153/02736, 03802/03841, 17392/17455 and 18122/18191. 95 aircraft went to the Royal Navy as 
Corsair I.  
The F4U-1A was a carrier rated version with a R-2800-8W engine. 2066 were built with serials 17456/18121, 49660/50359 and 
55784/56483. Of these 510 went to the Royal Navy as Corsair II.  
The designation F4U-1B was used for a bomber version of the F4U-1.  
The F4U-1C was based on the F4U-1A but had a 20mm cannon fitted. 200 were built with serials 57657/57659, 57777/57791, 
57966/57983, 82178/82189, 82260/82289, 82370/82394, 82435/82459, 82540/82582, 82633/82639 and 82740/82761.  
The next designation, F4U-1D incorporated various detail changes over the F4U-1A and 1675 were built with serials 
50360/50659, 57084/57656, 57660/57776, 57792/57965, 82190/82259, 82290/82369, 82395/82434, 82460/82539, 
82583/82632, 82640/82739 and 82762/82852. Aircraft with serials 82853 and 82854 were cancelled.  
The desgination XF4U-1M referred to a version with a Pratt & Whitney R-4360-4 engine as a prototype for the XF2G-1. It flew 
for the first time on 12 September 1943.  
The F4U-1P was an armed photo reconnaissance conversion of the F4U-1.  
A single F4U-1 with serial 02153 was converted as the XF4U-2, the prototype of a night fighter version. In addition NAF 
converted a number of F4U-1s and F4U-1As with wing radar pods and these were redesignated as F4U-2. These had serials 
02243, 02421, 02432, 02434, 02436, 02441, 02534, 02617, 02622, 02624, 02627, 02632, 02641, 02672, 02673, 02677, 02681, 
02682, 02688, 02692, 02708/02710, 02731, 02733, 03811, 03814, 03816, 17412, 17418, 17423, 49858 and 49914. 
One F4U-1 (02157) and two F4U-1As (17516 and 49664) were converted as a high altitude version with the designation 
XF4U-3. The first flight was on 26 April 1944 and production was undertaken by Goodyear as FG-3. The engine was a 
XR-2800-16. One of the XF4U-3s was later converted as a XF4U-3B for ground attack duties. There was also a F4U-3C version. 
The XF4U-4 designation was assigned to 2 F4U-1s (serials 49763 and 50301) which were converted with a R-2800-18W 
engine, as well as five aircraft which were built outright with this designation and had serials 80759/80763. It has, however, 
been suggested that 49763 was converted as the V-354 two seater with the designation F4U-4XA. Also the designation F4U-
4XB was linked to 50301 whch was fitted with tip tanks.  
The production version of this was the F4U-4 which was similar to the XF4U-4 but had a length of 33'8", 10.26 m. 2351 were 
built with serials 62915/63071, 80764/82177 and 96752/97531 whilst production of 3743 aircraft with serials 63072/63914, 
105176/106875 and 114529/115728 was cancelled. Also cancelled was an order for 287 F4U-4Bs for the Royal Navy although 
some reference sources have suggested the designation was applied to some aircraft completed as F4U-4s (including serials 
62851/63069). 300 aircraft were converted with a 20mm cannon as F4U-4E and F4U-4N (incl 97361). 
The F4U-4P designation was used for 11 F4U-4s converted for photo reconnaissance duties (with serials 62930, 62950, 62970, 
62990, 63010, 63030, 63050, 63070, 63071, 97507 and 97527). 
Three F4U-4s were fitted with R-2800-32 engines and became the XF4U-5. The first flight was on 21 December 1945 and the 
serials were 97296, 97364 and 97415. The first flight date of 4 April 1946 has also been quoted. 



This was followed by the production F4U-5s which had a length of 33'6", 10.21 m and a R-2800-32W engine. The first flight was 
on 12 May 1947 and the serials were 121793/122066, and 122153/122166. Fitted with an autopilot and radar, a number of 
F4U-5Ns were built outright with serials 123144/123203, 124441/124503 and 124665/124709 whilst others were converted to 
this standard from F4U-5s. Serials included 121832/121833, 121852/121853, 12872/121874, 128891/121893, 121912/121915, 
121932, 121935, 121952/121955, 121973/121976, 121995/121998, 122015/122018, 122037/122040 and 122058/122061.
 The F4U-5NL was a winterised version of the F4U-5N and 72 were built with serials 124504/124560 and 
124710/124724 whilst others were converted from F4U-5s and F4U-5Ns. The serials 122167/122206 were used for 40 F4U-5P 
photo reconnaissance versions of the F4U-5. In addition a number of F4U-5s were converted to this standard. These had serials 
121956/121957, 121977/121978, 121999/122002, 122019/122022, 122045/122048 and 122062/122065.  
A single F4U-5N was converted as the XF4U-6 prototype. It carried serial 124665 and was later redesignated as XAU-1. It flew 
for the first time on 29 December 1951.  
The F4U-7 designation was exclusively used for 94 aircraft built for France with serials 133652/133731 and 133819/133832. 
They were similar to the F4U-4 but had a length of 34'1", 10.39 m. The first flight was on 2 July 1952.  
            
Refer also to F3A, FG, F2G, AU 

 



F5U        
Vought VS-315 Skimmer 
 
Specifications:            
span:  32'6", 9.91 m 
length:  28'8", 8.74 m 
engines: 2 Pratt & Whitney R-2000-7 
max. speed: 401 mph, 645 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Bill Pippin, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #5102) 

 
The VS-315 Skimmer was a highly unusual design in that it employed a circular wing giving it high VTOL capabilities. A 1/8.75 
scale model with the model designation V-173 and Bu Aer serial 02978, was ordered on 27 February 1940 and flew for the first 
time on 23 November 1942. It was extensively tested by NACA in a flight programme that lasted 131 flying hours. The V-173 
had a span of 23'4", 7.11 m, length of 26'8", 8.13 m, had 2 Continental A-80 engines.  
 

 
Vought V-173 (Source: Vought?) 

 
Two examples of the XF5U-1 were ordered on 16 September 1942 with serials 33958/33959. Only the first aircraft was 
completed and a first flight was scheduled for September 1945. However, the special airscrews became not available until 1947 
by which the US Navy had lost interest and eventually the programme was cancelled in 1948. The aircraft never flew and the 
second aircraft was never completed. Taxi trials had begun on 3 February 1947. 
The designation XF5U-2 has been associated with a jet engined development that was not proceeded with. 

 



F6U        
Vought V-340 Pirate 
 
Specifications:            
span:  32'10", 10.01 m 
length:  37'8", 11.48 m 
engines: 1 Westinghouse J34-WE-30 
max. speed: 600 mph, 965 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy?) 

 
The XF6U-1 designation was first used for a long range fighter with 2 Pratt & Whitney R-2800-E engines, which was proposed 
in 1944. The designation was then assigned to the Pirate jet fighter of which three were ordered on 29 December 1944 with 
serials 33532/33534. The first flight took place on 2 October 1946. These aircraft were fitted with a J34-WE-22 engine.  
For the F6U-1 production version the tail pipe was extended. 30 aircraft were ordered on 5 February 1947 with serials 
122478/122507 and the first flight was on 3 May 1948 although the date 29 June 1949 has also been quoted. Further production 
of aircraft with serials 124380/124414 was cancelled. The aircraft were used for training and test purposes only, averaging only 
31.5 hours flight for each aircraft. A single F6U-1 (122483) was later fitted with cameras and was redesignated as F6U-1P.  
The designation F6U-3 had been associated with a swept winged version that was never built. 

 



F7U        
Vought V-346 Cutlass 
 
Specifications:            
span:  38'8", 11.79 m 
length:  39'7", 12.07 m 
engines: 2 Westinghouse J34-WE-22 
max. speed: 672 mph, 1081 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The Cutlass was a single seat twin finned jet fighter with an unusual configuration. Three XF7U-1 prototypes (model V346) were 
ordered on 25 June 1947 with serials 122472/122474 and the first flight took place on 29 September 1948.  
This was followed by 20 F7U-1s which were ordered on 28 July 1948 with serials 124415/124434 of which the first one flew on 
1 March 1950. The aircraft were used in a training role only and it may be that only 14 were completed, with 124429/124434 
having been recorded as cancelled. 
An order for 88 F7U-2s with serials 125322/125409 was cancelled because the selected engine, the J34-WE-42, developed 
problems although one F7U-1, with serial 124428, was converted to this standard. 
 

 
(Source: US Navy?) 

 
The next version was the F7U-3 (model V366) which had been extensively redesigned. The length was now 44'3", 13.49 m and 
the engines selected were 2 Westinghouse J46-WE-8, giving a max. speed of 610 mph, 981 km/h. Ordered first on 21 August 
1950, 240 were built with serials 128451/128478 and 129545/129756 whilst 125410/125411 were cancelled. The first flight was 
on 20 December 1951 and the first 16 aircraft were fitted with Allison J35-A-29 engines. The F7U-3M designation was assigned 
to a version capable of launching Sparrow missiles and 50 were built with serials 139868/139917. The first flight was on 12 July 
1958. A further 202 with serials 136912/136963 and 140161/140310 were cancelled although 50 F7U-3s with serials 
129589/129590, 129677 and 129698/129744 were converted to this standard. An armed photo reconnaissance version was 
the F7U-3P and although 2 aircraft with serials 136964/136965 were cancelled, 12 F7U-3s with serials 129745/129756 were 
converted to this standard. The first flight was on 1 July 1954. 
            



Refer also to A2U 

 



F8U        
Vought V-383 Crusader 
 
Specifications:            
span:  25'8", 10.87 m 
length:  54'3", 16.54 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney J57-P-12 
max. speed: 1100 mph, 1770 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The Crusader was a single seat carrier fighter equipped with a variable incidence wing mechanism. A total of 1261 were built.  
The XF8U-1 prototypes were ordered on 29 June 1953 with serials 138899/138900. A third example with serial 138901 was 
not built. The aircraft were fitted with a J57-P-4 engine and the first flight took place on 25 March 1955.  
The first production version was the F8U-1 and 318 were built with serials 140444/140448, 141336/141362, 142408/142415, 
143677/143821, 144427/144461 and 145318/145415. The first flight was on 21 March 1957 and early aircraft were fitted with 
J57-P-4A engines rather than the J57-P-12. Production of a batch with serials 144462/144606 was cancelled. A number of 
F8U-1s were used for development testing as YF8U-1. The designation F8U-1D was used for a drone director. The F8U-1E 
version was an all-weather version. After the conversion of a single F8U-1 (145318) as a YF8U-1E prototype, production of 130 
F8U-1Es was undertaken with serials 145416/145545. The first flight was on 3 September 1959. A proposed F8U-1EP photo 
reconnaissance version was not built. The designation F8U-1KD was assigned to a conversions as a target drone.  
The F8U-1P (model V-392) was a reconnaissance version based on the F8U-1 and 144 were built with serials 141363, 
144607/144625, 145604/145647 and 146822/146901. Batches with serials 146902/146905 and 147078/147084 were 
cancelled. The first flight of the F8U-1P was on 17 December 1956. A number of F8U-1P were used as development test aircraft 
with the designation YF8U-1P.  
The single XF8U-2NE was converted as the prototype for the F8U-1T trainer version. Carrying serial 143710 it was designated 
as XF8U-1T and flew for the first time on 6 February 1962. It was fitted with a J57-P-20 engine and was later redesignated as 
F8U-1T. The production of 12 F8U-1Ts with serials 145648/145659 was cancelled.  
Fitted with J57-P-16 engines, two F8U-1s were converted as YF8U-2 prototypes and flew for the first time in December 1957. 
The serials were 140447/140448. These were followed by 187 F8U-2 production aircraft with serials 145546/145603 and 
146906/147034. The F8U-2N was a night fighter version of which 152 were built with serials 147035/147072, 147896/147925 
and 148627/148710 whilst aircraft with serials 147073/147077 were cancelled. The first flight was on 16 February 1960. A 
number of F8U-2Ns were used for development testing as YF8U-2N.  
A single F8U-1 was fitted with a J57-P-20 engine and became the XF8U-2NE prototype. It had serial 143710 and made its first 
flight on 30 June 1961. It was later further converted to XF8U-1T. The production F8U-2NE had a span of 35'2", 10.72 m, length 
of 54'6", 16.61 m, was fitted with a J57-P-20A engine. 286 aircraft were built with serials 149134/149227, 150284/150355, 
150654/150683 and 150843/150932. Production continued as F-8E. A number of these aircraft were used for development 
testing as YF8U-2NE.  
The XF8U-3 design, known as model V-401 and V-418, was essentially a new aircraft designed in competition with the F4H 
Phantom. It had a span 39'11", 12.17 m, length of 58'9", 17.91 m and was equipped with a Pratt & Whitney J75-P-6 engine and 
a Rocketdyne solid fuel auxiliary rocket motor. Five aircraft were ordered with serials 146340/146341 and 147085/147087 and 
the first flight took place on 2 June 1958. Only the first three aircraft ever flew, the last two not having been completed at the 
time the programme was cancelled. Also cancelled was a pre-production run with serials 147088/147100.  
On 18 September 1962 those Crusaders remaining in service were redesignated as follows:  
 US Navy Tri-service 
 YF8U-1  YF-8A 
 F8U-1  F-8A 
 F8U-1D  DF-8A 
 YF8U-1E YF-8B 
 F8U-1E  F-8B 



 F8U-1KD QF-8A 
 F8U-1P  RF-8A 
 YF8U-1P YRF-8A 
 F8U-1T  TF-8A 
 YF8U-2  YF-8C 
 F8U-2  F-8C 
 YF8U-2N YF-8D 
 F8U-2N  F-8D 
 YF8U-2NE YF-8E 
 F8U-2NE F-8E  
 
Refer also to F-8 

 



F9U        
Vought 
 
Specifications:            
span:  27’7”, 8.40 m  
length:  54’5”, 16.60 m     
engines: 1 Rolls Royce Conway 11     
max. speed:  Mach 2 
 

 
(Source: Vought?) 

 
The XF9U-1 designation was reserved for a Mach 2 fighter which was never built. As far as can be determined this designation 
was never formally approved or even adopted by Vought and may just have been a ‘thought’.  
 



OU         
Vought 
 
Specifications:            
span:  34'1", 10.39 m 
length:  24'2", 7.37 m 
engines: 1 Wright J5 
max. speed: 122 mph, 196 km/h 
 

 
(Source: history.navy.mil/photos/images) 

 
The Vought OU design was a two seat observation aircraft developed from the VE.7/9 series.  
141 examples were built of the UO-1 with serials A6482/6499, A6546/6551, A6603/6615, A6706/6729, A6858/6877, 
A6984/7023 and A7031/7050. Of these, aircraft A7033 was also flown with Wright Field serial P-442. In addition A6615 was 
use for static tests with the trapeze hook developed for the F9C airship carried fighter. 
The UO-1C designation was used for a UO-1 version stressed for use with catapults but the development was never proceeded 
with.  
The UO-2 version was fitted with a Wright Hispano E2 and was a UO-1 (A6546) converted as a single seat racer. It was later 
converted to a two seat utility aircraft.  
The UO-3 version, of which 20 were ordered with serials A7361/7380, was redesignated as FU-1 before completion. It was 
fitted with a different wing of a span of 34'2", 10.39 m.  
The UO-4 designation was assigned to a version of the UO-1 used by the USCG, Two were ordered with serials 4/5, later 
404/405 and V104/105. These may also have been known as UO-1CG. 
Finally, 15 UO-1s were converted by the Naval Aircraft Factory with the UO-3 wing and were redesignated as UO-5. The serials 
were A6729, A6860, A6866, A6988, A6997, A6999, A7005, A7010, A7011, A7012, A7016, A7035 and A7038.  
The designation UO-1A has been used for two aircraft delivered to Peru as a private venture. 
            
Refer also to FU 

 



O2U        
Vought Corsair 
 
Specifications:            
span:  34'6", 10.52 m 
length:  24'8", 7.52 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1340-88 
max. speed: 150 mph, 241 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Curtiss Aldrich, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #4857) 

 
The Corsair was a light observation aircraft which appeared both in a seaplane and a landplane configuration. Two prototypes 
and 130 production aircraft of the O2U-1 were procured with serials A7221/7222, A7528/7560, A7567/7586, A7796/7831 and 
A7900/7940. 20 aircraft were converted(?) as O2U-1D and O2U-1D2.  
Several aircraft were exported as O2U-1 to Canada (2), Japan (3), where they may have served as pattern aircraft for the 
Kawasaki and Nakajima Type 90. The desgination O2U-1A was used for four aircraft exported to Argentina whilst the 
designation O2U-1E was used for three exports to Peru. 
The O2U-2 was fitted with a R-1340-B engine and 37 were built with serials A8091/8127. Of these 6 were later transferred to 
the USCG with serials 301/306 (later V117/122).  
The designation O2U-2M was used for 12 aircraft exported to Mexico whilst 6 aircraft exported to Brazil were known as O2U-
2A, 
The O2U-3 version had a R-1340-C engine and 80 were built with serials A8193/8272, followed by 42 similar O2U-4s with 
serials A8315/8356.  
The O2U-3A designation was used for 26 aircraft exported to Cuba whilst two aircraft for Peru were known as O2U-3B and two 
aircraft for Santo Domingo as O2U-3SD. One O2U-4A was delivered to a private individual in Mexico whereas there were seven 
aircraft delivered to private individuals in the USA. 
The designations assigned to the various export aircraft were not formal military designations but rather Vought designations. 
            
Refer also to O-28 

 



O3U        
Vought V-65 
 
Specifications:            
span:  36', 10.97 m 
length:  25'7", 7.80 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1690-A 
max. speed: 164 mph, 264 km/h 
 

 
(Source: William T. Larkins) 

 
The V65 was an improved version of the O2U design. The O3U-1 version had a span of 34'6", 10.52 m, a length of 24'6", 7.47 
m and was fitted with a Pratt & Whitney R-1340-C engine giving it a max. speed of 150 mph, 241 km/h. 87 aircraft were built 
with serials A8547/8582, A8810/8839 and A8851/8871.  
30 examples of the O3U-2, to which the specifications apply, were built with serials A8872/8875, A8927/8937 and A9062/9076. 
They were later redesignated as SU-1.  
The O3U-3 version had a R-1340-12 engine and a length of 27'3", 8.31 m. 76 were built with serials A9142/9169 and 9283/9330. 
The first flight was on 20 May 1932.  
The O3U-4 had a length of 27'5", 8.36 m and a Pratt & Whitney R-1690-42 engine. 65 were ordered with serials A9077/9141 
but these were delivered as SU-2 and SU-3. The first flight was on 12 May 1932. 
The designation XO3U-5 was used for a SU-2 temporarily fitted with a Pratt & Whitney GR-1535 engine. The serial was A9078.  
A single O3U-3 with serial 9330 was converted as the XO3U-6 prototype which flew for the first time on 13 June 1934 and was 
followed by 32 production O3U-6 aircraft with serials 9729/9744 and 0001/0016. The first 16 aircraft were fitted with R-1340-18 
engines whilst the next lot was fitted with R-1340-12 engines.  
            
Refer also to OSU, SU 

 



O4U        
Vought 
 
Specifications:            
span:  37’0”, 11.28 m   
length:  27’9”, 8.46 m     
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1535 
max. speed: 143 mph, 230 km/h  
 

 
(Source: ed Erickson, via Aerofiles.com) 

 
A single XO4U-1 was ordered in May 1930 with serial A8641 and flew for the first time on 28 February 1931 but crashed on the 
first flight in November 1931. It was fitted with a Pratt & Whitney R-1340-D engine.  
A second and dissimilar aircraft was ordered in February 1932 with the same serial. This aircraft, sometimes designated as 
XO4U-2, flew for the first time on 5 June 1932 but crashed before delivery.  

 



O5U        
Vought 
 
Specifications:            
span:  36’, 10.97 m  
length:  32’6”, 9.91 m     
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1340-12 
max. speed: 155 mph, 249 km/h  
 

 
(Source: Johan Visschedijk, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #12349) 

 
One example designated as XO5U-1 and with serial 9399 was procured. It flew for the first time on 8 May 1934 and  
was written off in May 1938. 
 



OSU        
Vought 
 
Specifications:            
span:  36', 10.97 m 
length:  27'3", 8.31 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1690-A 
max. speed:   
 

 
(Source: Vought) 

 
In January 1937 a single O3U-6 with serial 0016 was converted as the XOSU-1. It had flown for the first time on 20 October 
1936. 
            
Refer also to O3U, SU 
 



OS2U       
Vought VS310 Kingfisher 
 
Specifications:            
span:  35'11", 10.95 m 
length:  30'1", 9.17 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-985-4   
max. speed: 170 mph, 274 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The Kingfisher was an observation/scout aircraft of which 1219 were built by Vought as well as 300 by the Naval Aircraft Factory.  
One XOS2U-1 was ordered on 22 March 1937 with serial 0951. The first flight was on 1 March 1938 as landplane and 19 May 
1938 as floatplane. The first production version, OS2U-1, was fitted with a R-985-48 engine and 54 were built with serials 
1681/1734 and the first flight was on 11 August 1938 although the date 20 July 1938 is also mentioned..  
The OS2U-2 was a floatplane version with a R-985-50 engine and a length of 33'10", 10.31 m. 158 were ordered on 4 December 
1939 and were built with serials 2189/2288 and 3073/3130.  
The OS2U-3 was also a floatplane version but was fitted with a R-985-AN-1 engine. The first flight was on 17 May 1941 and 
1006 were built whilst the NAF assembled 300. The serials were 5284/5989 and 09393/09692. Aircraft with serials 5990/6289 
were cancelled. 100 of the aircraft were supplied to the Royal Navy under Lend Lease as well as to Chile (15), Uruguay (6), 
Argentina (9), Netherlands East Indies (24, of which 18 were diverted to Australia), Mexico (6) and Dominican Republic (3). 
In 1940 the XOS2U-4 designation was assigned to two converted OS2U-2s with serials 2189 and 3075. They had a wing span 
of 36'6", 11.15 m. The production version OS2U-4 was not proceeded with.  
            
Refer also to OS2N 
 

 



SU         
Vought 
 
Specifications:            
span:  36', 10.97 m 
length:  25'7", 7.80 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1690-C 
max. speed: 164 mph, 264 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USMC) 

 
\The SU was a scout version of the O3U and the SU-1 designation was applied to a number of O3U-2s which had been 
redesignated. The serials were A8872/8875, A8927/8937 and A9062/9076.  
In a similar way 45 O3U-4s were redesignated as SU-2 before delivery. They had a length of 27'5", 8.36 m, were fitted with a 
R-1690-42 engine and had serials A9077/9121.  
The SU-3 designation was assigned to 20 aircraft similar to the SU-2 which had been redesignated from O3U-4 with serials 
A9122/9141.  
A single SU-2 was converted as the XSU-4 prototype. It had serial A9109. It was followed by 20 redesignated O3U-4s which 
were completed as SU-4. The serials were 9414/9433 whilst 9379/9398 were cancelled. The first flight was on 9 May 1932. 
The designation ZSU-4 was used for a modernised version of the SU-4 but this did not materialise. 
A large number of aircraft based on the SU-2 were exported by Vought with the model designation V-66.  
            
Refer also to O3U, OSU 

 



S2U        
Vought 368 
 
Specifications:            
span:  57’0”, 17.37 m  
length:  42’11”, 13.08    
engines: 2    
max. speed:   
 

 
(Source: Vought) 

 
The XS2U-1W was the design for an anti-submarine aircraft in competition with the Grumman S2F Tracker. It was later 
redesignated as XWU-1. Work had begun on 25 January 1950 and a contract for two prototypes with serials 133780/133781 
was awarded.  
A mock-up was built but during construction, difficulties were encountered with the folding of the wings. The contract was 
cancelled before the aircraft could be completed and the US Navy selected the Grumman S2F Tracker instead. 
 
Refer also to WU   

 



SBU        
Vought 
 
Specifications:            
span:  33'3", 10.13 m 
length:  27'10", 8.48 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1535-82 
max. speed: 205 mph, 330 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Ray Crupi, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #10069) 

 
In February 1934 the XF3U-1 with serial 9222 was redesignated as XSBU-1. It flew for the first time on 29 May 1934 and was 
later rebuilt as an engine testbed and given serial 9746. It was fitted with a R-1535-80 engine. The production version was 
SBU-1 and 84 aircraft were built with serials 9750/9833.  
The SBU-2 version had a R-1535-98 engine and 40 were built with serials 0802/0841.  
            
Refer also to F3U 
 



SB2U       
Vought V156 Vindicator 
 
Specifications:            
span:  42', 12.80 m 
length:  34', 10.36 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1535-96 
max. speed: 243 mph, 391 km/h 
         

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
One example of the XSB2U-1 was built with serial 9725. The first flight was on 5 January 1936. It was fitted with a R-1535-78 
engine.                           
The first production version was the SB2U-1 of which 54 were built with serials 0726/0779. The first flight was on 21 May 1937. 
This was followed by 58 SB2U-2s with serials 1326/1383 of which the first one flew on 11 August 1938 and 57 SB2U-3s with a 
R-1535-102 engine and serials 2044/2100. The first flight of a SB2U-3 was on 10 January 1941. 
The designation XSB2U-3 was assigned to a single SB2U-1 with serial 0779 which was equipped with twin floats.  
The Vindicator was also supplied to the French Navy and the Royal Navy. The latter called it Chesapeake.  
 



SB3U       
Vought 
 
Specifications:            
span:  33’9”, 10.30 m  
length:  28’2”, 8.59 m    
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1535-82  
max. speed: 214 mph, 344 km/h  
 

 
(Source: NASA) 

 
The XSB3U-1 was a development of the SBU with a retractable undercarriage. One was built with serial 9834 and flew for the 
first time on 13 March 1936. It has been suggested this aircraft was originally ordered as the last SBU-1. 
 



SOU         
 
The designation SOU was not assigned. 

 



SO2U       
Vought 310 
 
Specifications:            
span:  38’2”, 11.63 m  
length:  34’2”, 10.41 m    
engines: 1 Ranger XV-770-4 
max. speed: 201 mph, 323 km/h  
 

 
(Source: Ray Crupi, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #9978) 

 
The XSO2U-1 was a tandem seat monoplane with interchangeable float and wheel undercarriage. One aircraft was built with 
serial 1440.  
 



TBU        
Vought V326 Sea Wolf 
 
Specifications:            
span:  57'2", 17.42 m 
length:  39', 11.89 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-2800-20 
max. speed: 311 mph, 500 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Ray Crupi, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #9979) 

 
The Sea Wolf was a three seat torpedo bomber. A single XTBU-1 was ordered on 23 April 1940 with serial 2542 and flew for 
the first time on 22 December 1941. Because of the commitments Vought had with the F4U the production of the Sea Wolf was 
undertaken by Consolidated as the TBY.  
            
Refer also to TBY 

 



WU         
Vought 
 
Specifications:            
span:  57’0”, 17.37 m  
length:  42’11”, 13.08    
engines: 2   
max. speed:   
 
The XS2U-1W design was redesignated as XWU-1. It is not known whether this was before or after the award of a contract to 
built two prototypes with serials 133780/133781. Development was cancelled. 
 
Refer also to S2U  

 

 

 
 
 
 


