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E = Bellanca (1931-1937) 
 

JE         
Bellanca 31-42 Senior Skyrocket 
 
Specifications:            
span:  50'6", 15.39 m 
length:  28'6", 8.69 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1340    
max. speed: 185 mph, 298 mph 
 

 
(Source: William T. Larkins) 

 

One JE-1 was obtained in 1938 with serial 0795. The aircraft was used for light communications duties.  

 



RE         
Bellanca CH400 Skyrocket 
 
Specifications:            
span:  46'4", 14.12 m 
length:  27'10", 8.48 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1340    
max. speed: 161 mph, 259 km/h 
 

 
(Source: William T. Larkins) 

 
This was a light utility transport of which the US Navy procured one as XRE-1 and with serial A-8938 for radio research and 
development. Later a single XRE-2 with serial 9207 was procured for communications duties whilst the USMC used a single 
XRE-3 with serial 9341 as an air ambulance. It has been suggested that the XRE-3 was a model CH-300. 
One Bellanca CH400 was impressed by the US Navy with serial 09785 but did not receive a designation.  

 



SE         
Bellanca 
 
Specifications:            
span:  49’9”, 15.16 m   
length:  29’11”, 9.12 m     
engines: 1 Wright R-1820F     
max. speed: 172 mph, 277 km/h   
                

 
(Source: Dan Shumaker, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #4887) 

 
A scout aircraft which was evaluated as XSE-1 in 1932. It had serial A-9186. It crashed before delivery and was replaced by 
the XSE-2, which had a stronger fuselage and a Wright R-1510 engine and the same serial as the XSE-1.   

 



SOE        
Bellanca 
 
Specifications:            
span:  41’0”, 12.50 m   
length:  34’11”, 10.64 m     
engines: 1 Wright R-1820-84 
max. speed:   
 

 
(Source: US Navy, via Aerofiles.com) 

 

A tandem two seat biplane to be placed on cruisers. One aircraft was built as XSOE-1 with serial 9728 but it was not accepted.  

 



E = Cessna (1951-1962) 
 

OE-1       
Cessna Birddog 
 
Specifications:            
span:  36', 10.97 m 
length:  25', 7.62 m 
engines: 1 Continental O-470-11 
max. speed: 130 mph, 209 km/h 
 

 
(Source: William T. Larkins) 

 
62 L-19As were transferred from the USAF to the USMC and US Navy as OE-1. The serials were 133782/133816, 
136887/136911 and 144663/144664. Transfer of 144665 was cancelled.  
The OE-2 version was fitted with a Continental O-470-2 and 27 were procured with serials 140078/140102 and 148250/148251. 
A number were procured through USAF without having been provided with a USAF designation. The serials were 54-1641/1665.  
On 18 September 1962 the remaining OE-1s were redesignated as O-1B and the OE-2s as O-1C.  
            
Refer also to L-19, O-1 

 



E = Detroit (1928) 
 

TE         
Detroit 
 
Specifications:            
span:  53', 16.15 m 
length:  34'8", 10.57 m 
engines: 1 Wright R-1820 
max. speed: 127 mph, 204 km/h 
 
The TE-1 was a development of the Great Lakes TG design. At that time Great Lakes was subsidiary of Detroit. Whilst the 
aircraft were ordered as TE-1, they were delivered as TG-2.  
            
Refer also to TG, T4M 
 



E = Edo (1943-1946) 
 

OSE        
Edo 
 
Specifications:            
span:  37'11", 11.56 m 
length:  31'1", 9.47 m 
engines: 1 Ranger V-770-8 
max. speed: 198 mph, 319 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Bill Pippin, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #5214) 

 
A single seat observation seaplane, it was envisaged that the aircraft could also be used for scouting roles, search and rescue 
purposes and anti-submarine duties. Two XOSE-1s were built with serials 44316/44317 and the first flight was on 28 December 
1945. Aircraft with serials 64569/64576 were cancelled. They were flown with and without the floats.  
Originally designated XS2E-1, eight OSE-1s were ordered with serials 75208/75213 but were cancelled.  
A two seat version, it is believed two XOSE-2s were built with serials 75214/75215 although they were ordered as XS2E-1. In 
addition four OSE-2s were built with serials 75625/75628. The first flight of the XOSE-2 was on 24 July 1947. 
Further development was cancelled in 1948 with the emergence of helicopters that could do much of the tasks envisaged for 
this aircraft.            
 
Refer also to S2E and TE 

 



S2E         
Edo 
 
Specifications:            
span:  37'11", 11.56 m 
length:  31'1", 9.47 m 
engines: 1 Ranger V-770-8 
max. speed: 198 mph, 319 km/h 
        
It has been suggested that the XS2E-1 designation was used in the early stages of the OSE-1 and TE-1 development. The 
serials were 75208/75217 and 75625/75632. 
 
Refer also to OSE and TE 

 



TE         
Edo 
 
Specifications:            
span:  37'11", 11.56 m 
length:  31'1", 9.47 m 
engines: 1 Ranger V-770-8 
max. speed: 198 mph, 319 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Navy league, via Aerofiles.com) 

 
The XTE-1 was a tandem two seat version of the OSE design which flew for the first time on 11 September 1947. It is alleged 
that six OSE-1s were converted but it is doubtful that any were delivered. They were originally ordered with the serials 
64575/64576 but were later ordered as 75216/75217. The TE-1 was a production version with serials 75629/75632 and was 
cancelled. The latter serials have also been associated with the TE-2 version. The aircraft were also designated as XS2E-1 for 
some time. 
 
Refer also to OSE and S2E 

 



E = Elias (1922-1924) 
 

ME         
Elias 
 
Specifications:            
span:  39'8", 12.09 m 
length:  28'6", 8.69 m 
engines: 1 Wright Hispano H 
max. speed: 120 mph, 193 km/h 
 

 
(Source: William T. Larkins, via Aerofiles.com) 

 

Designed as a marine expeditionary aircraft for multiple roles with either wheels or floats, one EM-1 was ordered for the USMC 
with serial A-5905. A further six aircraft with a Liberty 12A engine, were ordered as EM-2 with serials A-5906/5911. One went 
to the USMC whilst the balance went to the US Navy. A-5906 was also flown with Wright Field serial P-319. One was later 
converted to EO-1.  
            
Refer also to OE 

 



OE         
Elias 
 
Specifications:            
span:  39'8", 12.09 m 
length:  28'6", 8.69 m 
engines: 1 Liberty 12A 
max. speed: 120 mph, 193 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy?) 

 
An EM-2 with serial A-5908 was converted as EO-1. 
            
Refer also to ME 

 



E = Hiller (1948-1962) 
 

HOE        
Hiller HJ-1 Hornet 
 
Specifications:            
rdm:  23', 7.01 m 
length:  11'10", 3.61 m 
engines: 2 Hiller 8RJ2B 
max. speed: 80 mph, 129 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Hiller?) 

 
A lightweight helicopter, three XHOE-1s were ordered for USMC evaluation in 1952. They flew in September 1953 but were not 
accepted. The serials were 138651/138653.  
 
Refer also to H-32 
 



HTE        
Hiller UH12A 
 
Specifications:            
rdm:  35', 10.67 m 
length:  28', 8.53 m 
engines: 1 Franklin O-335 
max. speed: 90 mph, 145 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Hiller) 

 
17 examples of the HTE-1 were built with serials 125532 and 128637/128652 whilst a batch with serials 129169/129184 was 
cancelled.  
55 examples of the HTE-2 version were ordered with serials 129757/129791 and 134724/134743.  
            
Refer also to H-23 

 



ROE        
Hiller 1033 Rotorcycle 
 
Specifications:            
rdm:  18'6", 5.63 m 
length:  6'11", 2.10 m 
engines: 1 Nelson H63B 
max. speed: 66 mph, 106 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The Rotorcycle was a single seat portable ultra-light helicopter which could be airdropped. The intended user was the US Marine 
Corps but the programme was conducted by the US Navy.  
Two prototypes, designated as XROE-1, were built by Hiller. They carried serials 4003 and 4004 and the first was used for 
ground tests only. The first flight was on 10 January 1957. 
Saunders Roe, an English aircraft manufacturer, was contracted to build ten additional Rotorcycles. Five of these were supplied 
to the US Navy in 1960 as YROE-1 and carried serials 4020, 4021, 4022, 4023 and 4024. The other five were kept in the UK 
as Saunders Roe G-46. 
The Rotorcycle never entered military service, as the requirements were cancelled before the military tests were completed. 
 



E = Piper (1941-1945) 
 

AE         
Piper J5 Cub 
 
Specifications:            
span:  35'6", 10.82 m 
length:  22'6", 6.86 m 
engines: 1 Lycoming O-235-2 
max. speed: 110 mph, 176 km/h  
 

 
(Source: William T. Larkins) 

 
In 1943 the remaining HE-1s were redesignated as AE-1.  
            
Refer also to C-83, L-4, L-14, O-59, HE, NE, LNP   

 



HE         
Piper J5 Cub 
 
Specifications:            
span:  35'6", 10.82 m 
length:  22'6", 6.86 m 
engines: 1 Lycoming O-235-2 
max. speed: 110 mph, 176 km/h  
 

 
(Source: Ray Crupi, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #11077) 

 
The HE-1 was an ambulance version of the Piper Cub and 100 were ordered with serials 30197/30296. The rear fuselage 
hinged up to permit loading of a single patient on a stretcher. In 1943 they were redesignated as AE-1.  
            
Refer also to C-83, L-4, L-14, O-59, AE, NE, LNP   

 



NE         
Piper J3 Cub 
 
Specifications:            
span:  35'3", 10.74 m 
length:  22'3", 6.78 m 
engines: 1 Continental O-170-2 
max. speed: 87 mph, 140 km/h 
 

 
(Source: William T. Larkins) 

 
A training version with dual controls, 230 were ordered as NE-1 with serials 26196/26425 and 20 as NE-2 with serials 
29669/29688. NE-2s with serials 29689/29698 were cancelled.  
In February 1944 two NE-1s were used to test the use drone aircraft in combination with M type airships to bomb submarines.  
            
Refer also to C-83, L-4, L-14, O-59. AE, HE, LNP 

 



E = Pratt-Read (1942-1945) 
 

LBE        
Pratt-Read Glomb 
 
Specifications:            
span:    
length:      
max. speed:   
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The Glomb was a bomb-glider which was to use existing aircraft with their engines removed and a tricycle undercarriage as 
well as TV and radar fitted, in addition to the 4000 lb bomb. In September 1944 100 were ordered with serials 85290/85389. 
The order was reduced to 85 in November 1944 and 35 in February 1945. Eventually only three XLBE-1s were built with serials 
85290/85292 whilst the last 35 of the original 97 LBE-1s (with serials 85293/85389) were cancelled on 14 August 1945.  
            
Refer also to LBP, LBT 

 



LNE        
Pratt-Read PR-G1 
 
Specifications:            
span:  54'6", 16.61 m 
length:  26’2”, 7.98 m    
max. speed: 99 mph, 159 km/h   
  

 
(Source: US Navy?) 

           
A side-by-side training glider. One XLNE-1 was built with serial 31505. Ordered in July 1941 this aircraft first flew on 7 March 
1942 with civilian registration NC41802.  
Production of 575 aircraft was envisaged and 100 production aircraft were built as LNE-1 although the first one of these may 
have been a second XLNE-1. The serials were 31506/31585 and 34115/34134. Of these 31581/31585 were cancelled on 5 
April 1943 and were not completed.  
73 were transferred to the USAAF as TG-32 although they were not operated by either the US Navy or the USAAF and were 
instead directly diverted to civilian operators.  
 
Refer also to TG-32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


