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C = Cessna (1943) 
 

JRC        
Cessna Bobcat 
 
Specifications:            
span:  41'11", 12.78 m 
length:  32'9", 9.98 m 
engines: 2 Jacobs R-755-9 
max. speed: 175 mph, 282 km/h 
 

 
(Source: William T. Larkins) 

 
A total of 67 UC-78s ordered by the USAAF were diverted to the US Navy as JRC-1 with serials 55772/55783 and 64442/64496.  
            
Refer also to AT-8, AT-17, C-78 

 



C = Convertawings (1952) 
 

HOC      
Convertawings C Quadrotor 
 
Specifications:            
rdm:   
length:   
engines:  
max. speed:  
 
The designation XHOC-1 was used for the Model C Quadrotor, a proposed military development of the Convertawings Model 
A Quadrotor, a helicopter design that featured two engines driving four rotors with wings added for additional lift in forward flight. 
No tailrotor was needed and control was obtained by varying the thrust between rotors. The Model A was flown various times 
but, as no orders were obtained, further development was terminated. The model C, proposed for a 1952 competition, was 
never built. 
 



C = Culver (1943-1946) 
 

TDC        
Culver Cadet 
 
Specifications:            
span:  27', 8.23 m 
length:  17'3", 5.26 m    
engines: 1 Lycoming O-290 
max. speed: 116 mph, 187 km/h  
    

 
(Source: San Diego Air and Space Museum) 

         
The Culver Cadet was an aerial target aircraft. The US Navy ordered one example as TDC-1 with serial 46449. It has been 
suggested this one was cancelled. 
This was followed by a single XTDC-2 which was a PQ-8A transferred from the USAAF and received serial 32386. The 
production version was the TDC-2 of which 200 were built with serials 44355/44554.  
  
Refer also to PQ-8, Q-8      

 



TD2C       
Culver NR-D 
 
Specifications:            
span:  30', 9.14 m 
length:  19'6", 5.94 m 
engines: 1 Franklin O-300 
max. speed: 180 mph, 290 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy, via ww2aircraft.net) 

 
1201 PQ-14As were transferred from the USAAF to the US Navy as TD2C-1 with serials 69539/69739, 75739/76138, 
83752/83991 and 119979/120338.  
            
Refer also to PQ-14, Q-14      

 



TD3C       
Culver V 
 
Specifications:            
span:  30', 9.14 m 
length:  19'6", 5.94 m 
engines: 1 Franklin O-405 
max. speed:   
 
Two USAAF XPQ-15s were transferred to the US Navy as XTD3C-1 with serials 29665 and 29666.            
 
Refer also to PQ-15      

 



TD4C       
Culver V-2 
 
Specifications:            
span:   
length:     
engines:    
max. speed:  
            
Two XTD4C-1s were built with serials 120339 and 120340. In 1946 they were redesignated as XUC-1K.  
 
Refer also to UC    

 



UC         
Culver V-2 
 
Specifications:            
span:   
length:     
engines: 1 Continental    
max. speed:  
            
In 1946 the two XTD4C-1s were redesignated as XUC-1K. Their serials were 120339/120340.  
The UC designation has also been used for the De Havilland Canada Otter, described separately.  
 
Refer also to TD4C      

 



C = Curtiss (1922-1946) 
 

BFC        
Curtiss Goshawk 
 
Specifications:            
span:  31'5", 9.58 m 
length:  23'5", 7.14 m 
engines: 1 Wright R-1820-78 
max. speed: 202 mph, 325 km/h 
 

 
(Source: William T. Larkns) 

 
The Goshawk was a single seat fighter bomber. On 21 March 1934 the XF11C-1 was redesignated as XBFC-1. Its serial was 
9219 and in 1936 the aircraft was handed over to NACA. The XBFC-1 was fitted with a Wright R-1510-98 engine. On the same 
day all F11C-2s were redesignated as BFC-2. The serials were 9265/9267, 9270/9282 and 9331/9340. Aircraft 9268 had 
crashed before the redesignation took place.  
Also on 21 March 1934 the single XF11C-2 was redesignated as XBFC-2 with serial 9213 whilst aircraft 9269 was also 
designated as XBFC-2.  
            
Refer also to BF2C, F11C      
 



BF2C       
Curtiss 67 Goshawk 
 
Specifications:            
span:  31'5", 9.58 m 
length:  23'5", 7.14 m 
engines: 1 Wright R-1820-4 
max. speed: 215 mph, 347 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy?) 

 
On 21 March 1934 the single XF11C-3, with serial 9269, was redesignated as XBF2C-1. On the same day the 27 F11C-3s 
which had been ordered on 26 February 1934 with serials 9586/9612, were redesignated as BF2C-1 before delivery.  
 
Refer also to BFC, F11C      

 



BTC        
Curtiss 96 
 
Specifications:            
span:  50', 15.24 m 
length:  39', 11.89 m    
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney XR-4360-8A 
max. speed: 386 mph, 621 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The Curtiss 96 was a single engined torpedo bomber designed in competition with the Douglas BT2D Skyraider and the Martin 
BTM Mauler. On 31 December 1943 four aircraft were ordered as XBTC-1 and with serials 31399/31402 but of these the first 
two were eventually cancelled. They had a length of 38'7", 11.76 m and were to be fitted with 1 Wright R-3350. The last two 
were completed as XBTC-2s with serials 31401/31402 of which only the first was completed and flew for the first time on 4 June 
1946.  
            
Refer also to SB3C      
 



BT2C       
Curtiss 98 
 
Specifications:            
span:  47'8", 14.53 m 
length:  28'8", 8.74 m 
engines: 1 Wright R-3350-24 
max. speed: 349 mph, 562 km/h 
            

 
(Source: Curtiss) 

 
The Curtiss 98 was a two seat torpedo bomber of which ten were ordered on 27 March 1945 as XBT2C-1 with serials 
50879/50888 of which the last aircraft was never completed. The first flight took place 7 August 1945.  
 



FC         
Curtiss L-17 
 
Specifications:            
span:  22'8", 6.91 m 
length:  25', 7.62 m 
engines: 1 Curtiss CD-12 
max. speed: 197 mph, 317 km/h 
 
The designation CF-1 was assigned to the CR-1 racer for administrative purposes. The serial was A-6080.  
            
Refer also to RC      

 



F2C        
Curtiss 
 
Specifications:            
span:  22', 6.71 m 
length:  19'9", 6.02 m 
engines: 1 Curtiss D-12A 
max. speed: 266 mph. 428 km/h 
 
The designation F2C-1 was assigned to the R2C-1 racers for administrative purposes. The serials were A-6691/6692.  
            
Refer also to R2C       

 



F3C        
Curtiss 42 
 
Specifications:            
span:  22', 6.71 m 
length:  20', 6.10 m 
engines: 1 Curtiss V-1400 
max. speed: 249 mph, 401 km/h 
            
The designation F3C-1 was assigned to the R3C-1 racers for administrative purposes. The serials were A-6978/6979 and A-
7054.  
 
Refer also to R3C   

 



F4C        
Curtiss 39 
 
Specifications:            
span:  25', 7.62 m 
length:  18'4", 5.59 m 
engines: 1 Wright J4 
max. speed: 125 mph, 201 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Library of Congress) 

 
The Curtiss 39 was a metal structured version of the TS-1 developed by C.W. Hall. Two aircraft were ordered as F4C-1 and 
with serials A-6689/6690 but the second aircraft was never completed.  
 



F5C        
 
The F5C designation was not assigned to avoid confusion with the F5L flying boat which was still in service. It has, however, 
been suggested in Flying Review International January 1969, p.60, that a single F5C was built, assigned the serial A-6690 and 
was lost during the ferry flight from the factory. This report further suggests the F5C was based on the PW-8 and was fitted with 
a radial engine. The serial A-6690 was formally assigned to the second F4C-1.  
 



F6C        
Curtiss 34 
 
Specifications:            
span:  31'7", 9.63 m 
length:  22'10", 6.96 m 
engines: 1 Curtiss D-12 
max. speed: 160 mph, 257 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy?) 

 
The Curtiss 34 was a Navy version of the Curtiss P-1 fighter. In 1924 nine aircraft were ordered as F6C-1 and with serials A-
6968/6976. The first flight took place in August 1925. Of these only A-6969 and A-6971 remained as a F6C-1 with the others 
being converted as F6C-2, XF6C-3, F6C-4 and XF6C-5.  
The last four F6C-1s (A-6973/6976) were converted to F6C-2 standards with a redesigned undercarriage and arrester gear 
before delivery in November 1925. They remained in use until 1928.  
Two F6C-1s (A-6970 and A-6972) were converted as prototypes for the F6C-3 version with 1 Curtiss D-12C engine and arrester 
gear. In addition 35 production aircraft were ordered with serials A-7128/7162. The XF6C-3 was F6C-3 A-7136 used for 
development tests.  
The F6C-4 version had a span of 37'6", 11.43 m, length of 22'6", 6.86 m, 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1340 and a max. speed of 155 
mph, 249 km/h. In 1927 F6C-1 A-6968 was converted to this standard whilst production of 31 aircraft with serials A-7393/7423 
took place in February 1927. The Navy versions had a different undercarriage than the USMC versions. A single F6C-4 (A-
7393) was used as a development test aircraft with designation XF6C-4.  
Aircraft A-6968, which had been converted from a F6C-1 to a F6C-4, was later converted as XF6C-5 with a Pratt & Whitney 
R-1690 engine. It has also been suggested that A-7393 was converted to this standard.  
A single F6C-3 (A-7144) was temporarily converted as a racer for the 1929 races as F6C-6 but was subsequently converted 
back to F6C-3 standards. For the 1930 races F6C-3 A7147 was converted as XF6C-6 with a parasol wing and a Curtiss V-1570 
engine. It reached a maximum speed of 219 mph, 353 km/h and crashed on 11 September 1930.  
The final version was the XF6C-7 which was a F6C-4 (A-7403) fitted with a Ranger SGV-770 engine by the Naval Aircraft 
factory in 1932 and used for testing.  
            
Refer also to F-1      
 



F7C        
Curtiss 19 
 
Specifications:            
span:  30'8", 9.35 m 
length:  22'7", 6.88 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1340-B 
max. speed: 155 mph, 249 km/h 
 

 
(Source: NASA) 

 

A single seat fighter, one aircraft was ordered as XF7C-1 with serial A-7653. It made its first flight on 28 February 1927 and was 
tested as a landplane as well as a seaplane. It was later converted as F7C-1 as a landplane version. A further 17 F7C-1s were 
built with serials A-7654/7670.  
A single F7C-1 was fitted with a Wright engine and was redesignated as XF7C-2.  
The XF7C-3 designation was used for a Curtiss company demonstrator for a model for the Chinese air force. It crashed on its 
first flight.  
 



F8C        
Curtiss 49 Helldiver/Falcon 
 
Specifications:            
span:  32', 9.75 m 
length:  25'8", 7.82 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1340-A 
max. speed: 137 mph, 220 km/h 
 

 
(Source: William T. Larkins) 

 
The model 49 was a two-seat fighter. Two aircraft were ordered as XF8C-1 on 30 June 1927 and with serials A-7671/7672. The 
first aircraft was later updated to F8C-1 standards whilst the second aircraft was converted to XOC-3. In addition to the 
conversion of XF8C-1 A-7671 to F8C-1 standards, a further four F8C-1s were built with serials A-7945/7948. All were later 
redesignated as OC-1.  
The XF8C-2 designation was assigned to a single aircraft with serial A-7673. It made its first flight in November 1928 and 
crashed on 3 December 1928. Curtiss then replaced it in August 1929 with another aircraft that carried the same serial.  
The F8C-3 version had a span of 38', 11.58 m, length of 27'11", 8.51 m, and 21 aircraft with serials A-7949/7969 were delivered 
between February and April 1928. They were later redesignated as OC-2. A single F8C-3 (A-7949) was used for development 
tests as XF8C-3.  
The XF8C-4 was similar to the F8C-2 but had a tail wheel assembly rather than a skid and a R-1340-4 engine. One aircraft was 
built with serial A-8314. The production version, which had a R-1340-88 engine, was designated F8C-4 and 25 were built with 
serials A-8421/8445.  
The F8C-5 designation covered 63 aircraft with serials A-8446/8456, A-8589/8597 and A-8748/8790, which were similar to the 
F8C-4. They were used for observation duties and were later redesignated as O2C-1.  
Two F8C-5s (A-8446/8447) were temporarily converted as XF8C-6 with revised wing flaps and leading edge slats.  
The XF8C-7 designation was applied to a single aircraft based on the XF8C-2 but fitted with a Wright R-1820-64 engine. The 
aircraft, with serial A-8845, was used as a VIP transport for the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Aviation. It was later 
redesignated as XO2C-1 and yet later to O2C-2. Eventually it was scrapped in March 1934.  
The final version was the XF8C-8 which was fitted with a Wright R-1510. Three aircraft were ordered with serials A-8847/8849 
but were redesignated as O2C-2 before delivery. The first aircraft, A-8847, was originally a company demonstrator that flew 
with registration N983V. After having been redesignated as O2C-2 it was further redesignated as XF10C-1 and XS3C-1. 
            
Refer also to F10C, OC, O2C, S3C      

 



F9C        
Curtiss 58 Sparrowhawk 
 
Specifications:            
span:  25'6", 7.77 m 
length:  19'5", 5.92 m 
engines: 1 Wright R-975-C 
max. speed: 176 mph, 283 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The Sparrowhawk was an airship borne biplane fighter which was to be used with the USS Akron and USS Macon airships. 
They were to ‘dock’ with the airships by means of a skyhook. It was based on the BuAer Design 96 and a single XF9C-1 was 
ordered on 30 June 1930 with serial A8731. It made its first flight on 12 February 1931. After tests with the skyhook fitted, it 
made the first hook-up on 17 October 1931 but the results were unsatisfactory and the aircraft was converted to XF9C-2 
standards until it was scrapped in January 1935.  
The XF9C-2 version was fitted with a R-975-E3 engine. Apart from the converted XF9C-1, one aircraft was built with serial 9264 
although it had flown earlier with civil registration NX986M.  
The F9C-2 was a production version of which six were built with serials A-9056/9061. The first flight took place on 14 April 1932. 
Following the loss of the USS Macon on 12 February 1935, in which four of the F9C-2s were lost, the programme was cancelled 
and the XF9C-2s and remaining F9C-2s had the skyhooks removed and flew for some time as utility aircraft. The remaining 
F9C-2s were also redesignated as XF9C-2. The skyhook was again installed on 9264 in 1939 when the aircraft was given to 
the Smithsonian Institute. For some time it carried serial 9056 and the aircraft is now in the Naval Aviation Museum.  
The F9C-3 version, to be fitted with a Pratt & Whitney Wasp, and F9C-4 version, to be fitted with a Wright R-1510, were never 
built. 
 



F10C       
Curtiss 
 
Specifications:            
span:  34’, 10.36 m 
length:  26’7”, 8.10 m 
engines: 1 Wright R-1820-E (?) 
max. speed:   
 
Many reference sources have suggested that a single O2C-2, with serial A-8847, which was originally ordered as XF8C-8, was 
modified as a XF10C-1 two seat fighter and that it later was redesignated as XS3C-1. It has also been suggested that the aircraft 
concerned was returned to Curtiss, then crashed on 25 February 1932 and replaced by another aircraft carrying the same serial. 
However, Curtiss archivical evidence suggests the XF10C-1 was a different design that was not proceeded with. 
            
Refer also to F8C, O2C, S3C         

 



F11C       
Curtiss 64 Goshawk 
 
Specifications:            
span:  31'6", 9.60 m 
length:  22'7", 6.88 m 
engines: 1 Wright SR-1820-F2 
max. speed: 202 mph, 325 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
A single example of the Goshawk single seat fighter was ordered on 16 April 1932 as XF11C-1 and with serial 9219. The aircraft 
had a span of 31'5", 9.58 m, length of 23'5", 7.14 m and was fitted with a Wright R-1510-98 engine. The aircraft was delivered 
in September 1932 and was redesignated as XBFC-1 on 21 March 1934 as it was underpowered.  
The XF11C-2 was essentially similar to the XF11C-1 but for a Wright R-1820-78 engine. A single aircraft was ordered on 16 
April 1932 with serial 9213 although this particular aircraft had flown before as a company demonstrator. On 21 March 1934 it 
was redesignated as XBFC-2. On 18 October 1932 28 production F11C-2s were ordered with serials 9265/9282 and 9331/9340.  
One of these was converted as XF11C-3 before delivery whereas the remainder was redesignated as BFC-2 on 21 March 
1934. The XF11C-3 designation was applied to the F11C-2 with serial 9269 which was converted with a R-1820-80 engine and 
a retractable undercarriage before delivery as model 67. The production version was F11C-3 fitted with a R-1820-4 engine. 27 
aircraft were ordered with serials 9586/9612 on 26 February 1934 but were redesignated as BF2C-1 on 21 March 1934.  
            
Refer also to BFC, BF2C     
 

 



F12C       
Curtiss 73 
 
Specifications:            
span:  41'7", 12.67 m 
length:  29'2", 8.89 m 
engines: 1 Wright R-1510-92 
max. speed: 217 mph, 349 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Ray Crupi, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #9971) 

 
The Curtiss 73 was a parasol winged monoplane fighter based on the O-40 design. A single aircraft was ordered as XF12C-1 
and with serial 9225. It flew for the first time in July 1933 and was later fitted with a Wright R-1670 engine and was redesignated 
as XS4C-1 in December 1933. It was again redesignated as XSBC-1 in January 1934.            
 
Refer also to S4C, SBC      

 



F13C       
Curtiss 70 
 
Specifications:            
span:  35', 10.67 m 
length:  25'9", 7.85 m 
engines: 1 Wright XR-1510-94 
max. speed: 242 mph, 389 km/h 
 

 
(Source: NASA) 

 
The Curtiss 70 was a parasol winged fighter which had an optional lower wing. On 23 November 1932 the US Navy ordered a 
single aircraft as XF13C-1 and with serial 9343. At that time it was fitted with as a monoplane and had a XR-1510-A2 engine.  
In December 1933 (1932 in some references) the aircraft first flew as a biplane, carrying the designation XF13C-2. It was found 
to be inferior in performance. Subsequently the aircraft was reconverted to a monoplane with the designation XF-13C-1 and 
flew as such for the first time on 7 January 1934. In February 1935 it was fitted with a XR-1510-12 engine, redesignated as 
XF13C-3. Eventually it was scrapped in 1938.  
 



F14C       
Curtiss 95 
 
Specifications:            
span:  46', 14.02 m 
length:  37'9", 11.51 m      
engines: 1 Wright XR-3350-16 
max. speed: 380 mph, 611 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Aubry Gratton, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #8897) 

 
Designed as a high altitude single seat shipborne fighter, two XF14C-1 aircraft were ordered with serials 03183/03184 on 30 
June 1941. As the intended Lycoming XH-2470-4 engine was not available the first aircraft was fitted with the XR-3350-16 
engine and, redesignated as XF14C-2, flew for the first time in July 1944. Aircraft 03184 was cancelled. Two aircraft with 
pressurised cockpits and designated as XF14C-3 were cancelled. They had serials 30297 and 30298.  

 



F15C       
Curtiss 99 
 
Specifications:            
span:  48', 14.63 m 
length:  44', 13.41 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-2800-34W + 1 Allis Chalmers J36 
max. speed: 496 mph, 798 km/h  
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The Curtiss 99 was an experimental fighter aircraft with a mixed propulsion system. On 7 April 1944 three aircraft were ordered 
as XF15C-1 using serials and designations of an earlier but cancelled design. The serials were 01213/01215. The first flight 
took place on 27 February 1945 but the jet engine, a licence built de Havilland H-1B Goblin, was not yet installed. The first flight 
with the jet engine took place in April 1945. During the tests the tail configuration was modified as a result of a crash on 8 May 
1945. The second aircraft flew on 9 July 1945 and testing continued until October 1946. The third aircraft was also flown.  
 



JC         
Curtiss D2 Kingbird 
 
Specifications:            
span:  54'6", 16.61 m 
length:  34'9", 10.59 m 
engines: 2 Wright R-975 
max. speed: 142 mph, 228 km/h 
 
The Kingbird was a twin engined transport. One aircraft was ordered as JC-1 with serial A-8846 but was redesignated as RC-1.  
            
Refer also to RC    

 



NC          
 
The NC designation was not assigned to avoid confusion with a number of Curtiss NC flying boats which were still in service.  

 



N2C        
Curtiss 48 Fledgling 
 
Specifications:            
span:  39'2", 11.94 m 
length:  27'4", 8.33 m 
engines: 1 Wright R-760-8 
max. speed: 108 mph, 174 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Dan Shumaker, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #10095) 

 
Three XN2C-1s were ordered by the US Navy with serials A-7650/7652. On completion of assessment they were redesignated 
as N2C-1. They could either be used as seaplanes or landplanes. In addition 31 N2C-1 production aircraft were ordered with 
serials A-8020/8050. These could only be used as landplanes.  
In 1930 20 N2C-2s were ordered with serial A-8526/8545. They were fitted with R-760-94 engines. Some of these were in 1930 
converted with a tricycle undercarriage and used as gunnery targets. Some went to the USAAF as A-3.  
 
Refer also to PQ-3      
 



OC         
Curtiss Falcon 
 
Specifications:            
span:  38', 11.58 m 
length:  27'11", 8.51 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1340-A 
max. speed: 144 mph, 232 km/h 
 

 
(Source: William T. Larkins) 

 
Four production F8C-1s were redesignated as OC-1 and remained in use until April 1935. The serials were A-7945/7948. Also 
converted were XF8C-1 A-7671 and A-7672.  
In a similar manner the F8C-3s with serials A-7949/7969, were redesignated as OC-2 and remained in use until October 1935.  
The XOC-3 designation was applied to a single XF8C-1 which was re-engined with a Curtiss XH-1640 engine and was used 
until April 1932. The serial was A-7672.  
            
Refer also to F8C, O2C      

 



O2C        
Curtiss Helldiver 
 
Specifications:            
span:  32', 9.75 m 
length:  25'8", 7.82 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1340-4 
max. speed: 146 mph, 235 km/h 
 

 
(Source: William T. Larkins) 

 
63 F8C-5s were redesignated as O2C-1. In addition 30 aircraft were procured outright with this designation. The serials were 
A-8446/8456, A-8589/8597, A-8748/8790 and A-8941/8970.  
The XF8C-7, originally delivered in November 1930, was redesignated as XO2C-2. Carrying serial A-8845, it is believed it was 
later brought up to O2C-2 standards.  
The O2C-2 version was fitted a wright R-1820-64 engine. Three aircraft with serials A-8847/8849 were ordered as XF8C-8 but 
were possibly redesignated as O2C-2 before delivery. Of these one aircraft was subsequently modified as XF10C-1. This 
particular aircraft was subsequently designated as XS3C-1 and possibly later converted back again to O2C-2 standards. It is 
further believed that the XO2C-2 (A-8845) was also brought up to these standards. US Navy reference sources list all these 
aircraft as O2C-2 and some confusion remains as to the details.  
            
Refer also to F8C, F10C, S3C      
 



O3C        
Curtiss Seagull 
 
Specifications:            
span:  36', 10.97 m 
length:  30'3", 9.22 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1340-12 
max. speed: 159 mph, 256 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Dan Shumaker, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #10090) 

        
The Seagull was a tandem two seat aircraft serving as a prototype for subsequent development. A single aircraft was ordered 
as XO3C-1 with serial 9413 and flew for the first time in April 1934. Initially the wheels could be retracted into the single float but 
later the aircraft was fitted with an interchangeable wheel/float undercarriage. On 25 March 1935 the aircraft was redesignated 
as XSOC-1.  
 
Refer also to SOC      

 



RC         
Curtiss 
 
Specifications:            
span:  22'8", 6.91 m 
length:  25', 7.62 m 
engines: 1 Curtiss CD-12 
max. speed: 185 mph, 298 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy?) 

 
On 16 June 1921 the US Navy ordered a single L-17 racer as CF-1 with serial A-6080. The first flight took place in August 1921. 
It was loaned to Curtiss to take part in the 1921 Pulitzer race and was redesignated as CR-1 in March 1922 for the Pulitzer 
Race of 1922. It was then converted as CR-3 for the 1923 Schneider Cup.  
Also on 16 June 1921 the US Navy ordered as single CF-2 with serial A-6081. This aircraft flew for the first time in August 1921. 
Like the CF-1 it was loaned to Curtiss for the Pulitzer Race of 1921, which it won. In March 1922 it was redesignated as CR-2 
and raced in the 1922 Pulitzer race. In 1923 it was converted as CR-3 for the 1923 Schneider Cup.  
The CR-3 version was fitted with 1 Curtiss D12-5PL and A-6081 was the winner of the Schneider Cup race. Eventually A-6081 
was further modified in 1924 as CR-4 with 1 Curtiss D-12 and was used as a test trainer for the 1926 racing team.  
 
The RC designation was also used for the Curtiss model 55 Kingbird twin engined transport. A single aircraft with serial A8846 
was procured as JC-1 for the Marine Corps in March 1931 and was redesignated as RC-1.  
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
Its specifications were: 
span:  54'6", 16.61 m 
length:  34'9", 10.59 m 



engines: 2 Wright R-975 
max. speed: 142 mph, 228 km/h 
 
The RC-1 remained in use until 1936. 
 
Refer also to FC, JC      

 



R2C        
Curtiss 32 
 
Specifications:            
span:  22', 6.71 m 
length:  19'9", 6.02 m 
engines: 1 Curtiss D12A 
max. speed: 266 mph, 428 km/h 
 

 
(Source: RMP Archive, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #3136/ 

 
Ordered in 1923 as F2C-1, two aircraft were built and redesignated as R2C-1. The serials were A-6691/6692. The first aircraft, 
A-6691, was in 1923 sold to USAAC as R-8 with serial 23-1235.  
The second R2C-1 was converted to a R2C-2 floatplane for the 1924 Schneider Cup race which was subsequently cancelled. 
After that the aircraft was used as a trainer until it crashed on 13 August 1926.  
            
Refer also to R-8, F2C      
 



R3C        
Curtiss 42 
 
Specifications:            
span:  27', 8.23 m 
length:  20', 6.10 m 
engines: 1 Curtiss V-1400- 
max. speed: 263 mph, 423 km/h 
 

 
(Source: NASA) 

 
Originally designated as F3C-1, two R3C-1 aircraft were built for the Navy with serials A-6978/6979 and one for the Army with 
serial 26-033. Serial A-7054 was also allocated to the Army aircraft and it is not clear which serial was carried on the aircraft. 
Two aircraft were entered in the 1925 Pulitzer race. A-6979 is currently displayed in the USAF Museum but this may not be the 
original Army aircraft although some reference sources state that this was the Army aircraft concerned.  
To take part in the 1925 Schneider race the three aircraft were converted as floatplanes with designation R3C-2. The length 
became 22', 6.71 m.  
A-7054 was converted as the R3C-3 with 1 Packard 2A-1500 and entered in the 1926 Schneider race. It crashed before the 
race took place.  
The R3C-4 designation was applied to aircraft A-6978 fitted with new floats and a Curtiss V-1550 engine for the 1926 Schneider 
race.  
            
Refer also to F3C      

 



R4C        
Curtiss AT-32A (CW-4) Condor 
 
Specifications:            
span:  82', 24.99 m 
length:  50'4", 15.34 m 
engines: 2 Wright R-1820 
max. speed: 161 mph, 259 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The Condor was a twin engined transport aircraft of which 45 were built. The first flight was on 30 January 1933. Two aircraft 
were procured for the USMC as R4C-1 and serials 9584/9585. In 1939 the aircraft were assigned to the 2nd Antarctic expedition 
of Admiral Byrd. The aircraft were abandoned in the Antarctic in 1941, with one floating out to the sea and the other having 
crashed on 4 January 1941.  
            
Refer also to C-30      

 



R5C        
Curtiss Commando 
 
Specifications:            
span:  108', 32.92 m 
length:  76'4", 23.27 m 
engines: 2 Pratt & Whitney R-2800-51 
max. speed: 270 mph, 434 km/h 
 

 
(Source: William T. Larkins) 

 
A total of 160 C-46As were transferred to the Marine Corps as R5C-1 with serials 39492/39611 and 50690/50729. The transfer 
of a batch with serials 50730/50739 was cancelled. A few of these aircraft were converted as R5C-1Z VIP aircraft and at least 
one was converted as a R5C-1T trainer.  
            
Refer also to C-46, C-55, C-113      

 



SC         
Curtiss 
 
Specifications:            
span:  56'5", 17.20 m 
length:  38'5", 11.71 m 
engines: 1 Wright T2  
max. speed: 105 mph, 169 km/h 
 

 
(Source: K.O. Eckland, via Aerofiles.com) 

 
The designation was first assigned to the Curtiss 31 a 3-seat biplane. The model 31 was designed by the Bureau of Aeronautics 
and 6 CS-1 aircraft were ordered in June 1922 with serials A-6500/6505. The first flight took place in November 1922. The 
production version, known as SC-1 was built by Martin, which underbid Curtiss. 35 were built with serials A-6801/6835.  
The designation CS-2 was applied to a version with a Wright T3 engine and additional fuel capacity. Two aircraft were built as 
CS-2 with serials A-6731/6732 whilst CS-1 A-6502 was also brought up to this standard. The production version was designated 
as SC-2 as well as T2M-1 and 40 were built by Martin with serials A-6928/6967.  
A single CS-2 (A-6731) was fitted with a geared engine by Martin in November 1924 as CS-3. It formed the prototype for the 
production of T3M-1 and T3M-2 aircraft.  
It is understood the US Navy undertook the CS-4 and CS-5 conversion although no details are available.  
A single SC-1 was fitted with a Packard 1A-2500 engine and was redesignated as XSC-6. It was A-6835. The SC-6 designation 
was applied to aircraft A-6834 also fitted with a Packard 1A-2500 engine whilst the XSC-7 designation was applied to CS-1 
aircraft A-6503 used as a torpedo bomber.  
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
Later the SC designation was used for the model 97 Seahawk, a scout plane which was designed as a floatplane but delivered 
as a landplane.  
The specifications were:  

span:  41', 12.50 m 
length:  36'5", 11.10 m 
engines: 1 Wright R-1820-62 
max. speed: 313 mph, 504 km/h 

Two prototypes were ordered on 31 March 1943 as XSC-1 and with serials 34095/34096. The first flight was on 16 February 
1944. Later an additional three aircraft with serials 35398/35300 were ordered.  



The production version was the SC-1 of which 563 were ordered from June 1943 with serials 35301/35797 and 93302/93367. 
The aircraft were fitted with a fixed landing gear although floatgear was purchased separately. Production of batches with serials 
93368/93651 and 111849/111948 was cancelled.  
A single SC-1 (serial 35302) was fitted with arrester gear and initially designated as XSC-1A and then as XSC-2 and XSC-2A. 
It had a R-1820-76 engine. The XSC-1s with serials 35398.35300 were also converted as XSC-2.                      
The production version was the SC-2 of which 450 were ordered but only ten were completed with serials 119529/119538. The 
serials of the cancelled aircraft were 119539/119778.  
  
Refer also to T2M, T3M      

 



S2C        
Curtiss 69 
 
Specifications:            
span:  44', 13.41 m 
length:  32'10", 10.01 m 
engines: 1 Wright R-1510-28 
max. speed: 193 mph, 311 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Curtiss) 

 
The Curtiss 69 was a two seat combat aircraft based on the USAAC’s YA-10 design. A single aircraft was ordered for evaluation 
as XS2C-1 and with serial 9377 in January 1933.  
            
Refer also to A-8, A-10      

 



S3C        
Curtiss 61 
 
Specifications:            
span:  32', 9.75 m 
length:  26'4", 8.03 m 
engines: 1 Wright R-1820-E 
max. speed: 180 mph, 290 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Curtiss) 

 
When the US Navy lost interest in two-seat fighters, the XF10C-1, originally ordered as XF8C-8 and delivered as O2C-2, was 
redesignated as XS3C-1. It is believed it was subsequently converted back to O2C-2 standards. The serial was A-8847.  
            
Refer also to F8C. F10C, O2C      

 



S4C        
Curtiss 73 Helldiver 
 
Specifications:            
span:  41'7", 12.67 m 
length:  29'9", 9.07 m 
engines: 1 Wright SR-1820-80 
max. speed: 213 mph, 343 km/h 
 
In December 1933 the XF12C-1 (serial 9225) was redesignated as XS4C-1. In January 1934 it became XSBC-1.  
            
Refer also to F12C, SBC      

 



SBC        
Curtiss 77 Helldiver 
 
Specifications:            
span:  34', 10.36 m 
length:  28'2", 8.59 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1535-94 
max. speed: 219 mph, 352 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 

In January 1934 the single XS4C-1 (serial 9225) was redesignated as XSBC-1. It had a span of 41'7", 12.67 m, length of 29'9", 
9.07 m and had 1 Wright SR-1820-80 engine. It crashed in September 1934. 
The XSBC-2 was an extensively redesigned aircraft and a single prototype, known as model 77, was built with serial 9225, 
although this was an entirely different aircraft than the XSBC-1. It had a span of 34', 10.36 m, a length of 28'6", 8.69 m and was 
fitted with a Wright XR-1510-12 engine. The first flight took place on 9 December 1935. In March 1936 it was fitted with a Pratt 
& Whitney R-1535-82 engine and redesignated as XSBC-3. The production version, to which the general specifications apply, 
was ordered on 29 August 1936 as SBC-3 and 83 aircraft were built with serials 0507/0589. A single SBC-3 was fitted with a 
Wright R-1820-22 engine before completion. It was designated XSBC-4 and its serial was 0582. In addition SBC-4 1268 was 
converted to this standard. 
The SBC-4 version, with a Wright R-1820-34 engine, was ordered with serials 1268/1325, 1474/1504, 1809/1843 and 
4199/4248. Of the 174 built, 50 were supplied to French Navy and five to the Royal Navy as Cleveland I. It has been suggested 
that those supplied to France were first transferred to the USAAF but no USAAF designation or serials for such a transfer are 
known.  
            
Refer also to F12C, S4C      

 



SB2C       
Curtiss 84 Helldiver 
 
Specifications:            
span:  49'9", 15.16 m 
length:  36'8", 11.18 m 
engines: 1 Wright R-2600-8 
max. speed: 273 mph, 439 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Joe Lawler, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #9709) 

 
The model 84 was a two seat scout bomber monoplane. A single XSB2C-1 was ordered on 15 May 1939 with serial 1758. The 
aircraft had a span of 50', 15.24 m, length of 35'5", 10.80 m, a Wright XR-2600-8 engine and a max speed of 325 mph, 523 
km/h. The first flight was on 18 December 1940 and the aircraft was destroyed on 21 December 1941. The production version 
was SB2C-1 of which 370 were ordered on 27 November 1940, an order which was later increased to 578 and eventually 
reduced to 200, the remainder being completed as SB2C-1C. Serials were 00001/00200.  
The SB2C-1A designation was applied to 100 aircraft which were supplied to the USAF as A-25A and then to 410 ex USAAF 
A-25As which were transferred to the USMC as advanced trainers. The serials concerned were 75218/75588 and 76780/76818. 
The SB2C-1C version was fitted with a cannon. Following the conversion of a single SB2C-1 (00116), 778 were built with serials 
00201/00370, 01008/01208 and 18192/18598. A batch with serials 01209/01215 was cancelled.  
In September 1942 a single SB2C-1 (00005) was fitted with a float and redesignated as XSB2C-2. The proposed production of 
287 similar aircraft as SB2C-2 with serials 03862/04148 was cancelled on 14 April 1944.  
SB2C-1 00008 was converted with a Wright R-2600-20 engine and redesignated as XSB2C-3. The production version was the 
SB2C-3 of which 1112 were built with serial 18599/19710. A number of aircraft were fitted with radar pods and redesignated as 
SB2C-3E. 
The SB2C-4 version was similar to the SB2C-3 but for wing racks for 5" rockets. 2045 were built with serials 19711/21191, 
64993/65286 and 82858/83127 whilst production of a batch with serials 65287/65396 was cancelled. A number of SB2C-4s 
were converted with radar pods as SB2C-4E. Serials included 19732. 
Two SB2C-4s and a single SB2C-1C were converted as XSB2C-5 prototypes. They carried serials 18308, 65286 and 83127.  
The production version was the SB2C-5 of which 970 were built with serials 83128/83751 and 89120/89465. Production of 
another 2500 aircraft with serials 64577/64896, 65397/65732, 89466/90019, 107876/108225, 120475/121414 was cancelled.  
Finally two SB2C-1Cs were converted to XSB2C-6 standard with 1 Wright R-2600-22. They had serials 18620/18621.  
The Helldiver was also produced by Fairchild in Canada as SBF and Canadian Car & Foundry as SBW. The aircraft were 
supplied to Greece, Thailand, France, Italy, Portugal and Australia.  
 
Refer also to A-25, SBF, SBW      

 



SB3C       
Curtiss 
 
Specifications:            
span:  48', 14.63 m 
length:  36'5", 11.10 m 
engines: 1 Wright R-3350-8 
max. speed: 358 mph, 576 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Lloyd S. Jones) 

 
Two examples of the XSB3C-1, a torpedo bomber based on the USAAF’s A-40 design, were ordered with serials 03743/03744 
but the aircraft were eventually cancelled.  
            
Refer also to A-40      

 



SNC        
Curtiss CW22 Falcon 
 
Specifications:            
span:  35', 10.67 m 
length:  27', 8.23 m 
engines: 1 Wright R-975-28 
max. speed: 198 mph, 319 mph 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The Falcon was a two seat advanced trainer evolved from the CW21 fighter. The US Navy ordered 300 SNC-1s with serials 
6290/6439 and 05085/05234. Of these 6291 was converted as XSNC-1. 
Aircraft with c/n 4111 to 4260 were originally to be for Lend-Lease to Britain, but the British cancelled them in favour of another 
type, to avoid getting too many different types of aircraft in the maintenance system. The US Navy had ordered the aircraft and 
retained them. Of these 35 aircraft were released as Defense Aid items for countries in Latin America, with these aircraft having 
their US Navy serials numbers cancelled. The released aircraft were delivered to Uruguay, (Cuba), Ecuador, Bolivia and 
Venezuela. The remaining 115 aircraft were delivered to the US Navy using the first 115 serials. A further 35 aircraft (c/n 7863 
to 7897) were then added to the contract to replace those sent as Defense Aid, and these took up the remaining serials.  
In addition five aircraft destined for Cuba were not accepted by Cuba and were retained with serials 32987/32991.  
 

 
Former NEI CW-22B with USAAF(Source: Gordon Birkett) 

 
In March 1942 another 21 aircraft destined for the Netherlands East Indies were diverted to Australia where they were 
transferred to the 5th Air Force of the USAAF. They were flown with locally applied serials based on the construction numbers. 
Known serials included 3758, 3760/3762, 3765/3768, 3770, 3774, 3776 and 3777. 
The Falcon was also supplied directly to the Turkish Air Force.  
 



SOC        
Curtiss 71 Seagull 
 
Specifications:            
span:  36', 10.97 m 
length:  26'10", 8.18 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1340-18 
max. speed: 162 mph, 261 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The Seagull was a tandem two seat observation aircraft based on the O3C. The XSOC-1 designation was applied to the XO3C-1 
after that aircraft’s amphibious gear was replaced by an interchangeable wheel/float undercarriage. The aircraft, which had 
serial 9413, was fitted with a R-1340-12 engine. The SOC-1 was the first production aircraft and 135 were built from November 
1935 onwards with serials 9856/9990.  
The SOC-2, fitted with a R-1340-22 engine, was a land based model of which 40 were built with serials 0386/0425. A few of 
these, including serials 0392 and 0415, were fitted with arrester gear in 1942 and were redesignated as SOC-2A.  
The SOC-3 version also had a R-1340-22 engine but was fitted with interchangeable wheel/float gear. 83 were built with serials 
1064/1146. The SOC-4 version was ordered in 1938 for the USCG who operated them with serials V171/173. In 1942 these 
aircraft were fitted with arrester gear and transferred to the US Navy as SOC-3A. They were also assigned new serials: 
48243/48245.  
The Seagull was also built by the Naval Aircraft Factory as SON.                       
 
Refer also to O3C, SON      
 



SO2C       
Curtiss 71C 
 
Specifications:            
span:  36', 10.97 m 
length:  36'5", 11.10 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1340-36 
max. speed:   
  

 
(Source: William T. Larkins) 

           
The XSO2C-1 was a progressive development of the SOC design and one aircraft was built with serial 0950 to evaluate against 
the OS2U design.  
 



SO3C       
Curtiss 92 Seagull  
 
Specifications:            
span:  38', 11.58 m 
length:  35'11", 10.95 m 
engines: 1 Ranger V-770-6 
max. speed: 190 mph, 305 km/h 
 

 
(Source: NASA) 

 
The model 92 Seagull was a two seat observation aircraft with interchangeable wheel/float gear.  
One seaplane version was ordered on 9 May 1938 as XSO3C-1 and with serial 1385. It flew for the first time on 6 October 1939 
and was fitted with a XV-770-6 engine. The first production version was designated SO3C-1 and 141 were completed with 
serials 4730/4783 and 4793/4879. A number of these were later converted into SO3C-1K target drones.  
The SO3C-1B was a version destined for the Royal Navy. Although an order was placed with serials 22007/22256, these were 
eventually delivered as SO3C-2C.  
SO3C-2 was a version fitted with arrester gear. 200 were ordered of which the first 150 were originally part of a SO3C-1 order. 
The serials were 4880/5029 and 04149/04198. Aircraft with serials 04199/04250 were ordered as SO3C-2 but were completed 
as SO3C-3. The SO3C-2C was a Royal Navy version. Of the 259 ordered only 59 were completed with serials 4784/4792 and 
22007/22056. Aircraft with serials 22057/22256 were cancelled.  
The SO3C-3 version was fitted with a V-770-8 engine. In total 948 were ordered of which 39 were built with serials 04251/04289. 
Cancelled serials were 04290/04348 and 22257/22856 although there is a possibility that some or all of the batch 04290/04348 
were delivered to the Royal Navy. It also appears that cancelled SO3C-2 with serials 04199/04250 were completed as SO3C-
3.    
The SO3C-4 was a projected version of the SO3C-3 suitable for carrier operations, whilst the SO3C-4B was a projected 
lend-lease version.  
The aircraft was also built by Ryan as SOR.  
  
Refer also to SOR      
 



TC         
Curtiss 24 
 
Specifications:            
span:  65', 19.81 m 
length:  46', 14.02 m 
engines: 2 Curtiss D12 
max. speed: 100 mph, 161 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The CT-1 was a twin engined 3-seat torpedo bomber of which 9 were ordered in 1921 with serials A-5890/5989 but of which 
only the first aircraft was completed. This aircraft was initially engined by two Wright H engines and delivered on 1 May 1921. It 
was returned to Curtiss in March 1922 for the fitting of the Curtiss engines and was finally scrapped on 9 November 1923.  
 



C = De Havilland Canada (1955-1962) 
 

UC         
De Havilland Canada DHC-3 Otter 
 
Specifications:            
span:  58', 17.68 m 
length:  41'10", 12.75 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1340-AN-3 
max. speed: 150 mph, 241 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The US Navy purchased 16 UC-1 aircraft for use in the polar regions. The serials were 142424/142427, 144259/144261, 
144669/144674, 147574 and 148322/148323. Those remaining in service on 18 September 1962 were redesignated as U-1B.  
It has been suggested in some sources that 148322 and 148323 were in fact DHC-2 Beavers that were supplied to the 
Philippines. 
            
Refer also to U-1, AU-1      

 



U2C        
De Havilland Canada DHC-2 Beaver 
 
Specifications:            
span:  48', 14.63 m 
length:  30'3", 9.22 m 
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-985-AN-1 
max. speed: 180 mph, 290 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy?) 

 
The U2C designation was reserved for a US Navy version of the Beaver but was not taken up. Nevertheless two US Army L-
20A, 51-16561 and 52-6128, were transferred to the US Navy in 1961 and received serials 150191 and 150192. A third aircraft 
was transferred with serial 151348. These aircraft retained the L-20A designation and were redesignated as U-6A on 18 
September 1962. 
           
Refer also to L-20, U-6      

 

 
 
 
 


