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A = Aeromarine (1922) 
 

SA         
Aeromarine  
 
Specifications:            
span:  39'4", 11.99 m 
length:  25'5", 7.75 m   
engines: 1 Wright E   
max. speed: 114 mph, 183 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Dan Shumaker, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #7541) 

 
The Aeromarine AS-1 was a tandem two seat float biplane of which one was built with the serial A-5612. The AS-2 was generally 
similar and two were built with serials A-5613/5614.  
 



A = Allied (1941-1943) 
 

LRA        
Allied  
 
Specifications:            
span:  70'5", 21.46 m 
length:  40', 12.19 m   
max. speed:  130 mpph, 209 km/h 
 

 
(Source: aero-web.org) 

 
The LRA was a 12-seat flying boat transport glider intended to be used by the US Marine Corps for ‘island hopping’ in the 
Pacific. Two aircraft were ordered on 8 October 1941 as XLRA-1 and the serials were 11647/11648, along wqith a static test 
airframe. The first flight took place on 24 Marhc 1943.  
Production of 100 production aircraft as LRA-1 and with serials 31403/31502 was cancelled on 27 September 1943 as the 
proposed use proved not practical. Test did, however, continue.  
The eleventh production aircraft was to be completed with a tricycle undercarriage based on the P-40 undercarriage. If 
proceeded, it would have been designated as LRA-2. 
Unofficially the design was named Invader. 
 



LR2A       
Allied  
 
Specifications:            
span:  70'5", 21.46 m 
length:  40', 12.19 m   
max. speed:  180 mph, 290 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Bill Norton) 

            
The LR2A was a development of the LRA design with a conventional undercarriage which could be dropped after take-off. Two 
aircraft were ordered on 28 April 1942 as XLR2A-1 with serials 31503 and 31504 along with a static test airframe. It is believed 
they were not completed and were cancelled.  
 



A = Atlantic (Fokker) (1927-1930) 
 

FA         
Atlantic 18 
 
Specifications:            
span:  25'6", 7.77 m 
length:  22'2", 6.76 m   
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1830-C   
max. speed: 170 mph, 274 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 

This was a biplane fighter based on BuAer design no. 96 which called for a hook-on fighter to be used with heavy airships. One 
aircraft was built in 1932 as XFA-1 and with serial A-8732. It may have been fitted initially with a R-985 engine. The first flight 
took place in March 1932. The design was built in competition with the F9C design and the latter was chosen for further 
development.  
 



JA         
Atlantic Super Universal  
 
Specifications:            
span:  50'8". 15.44 m 
length:  36'11", 11.25 m   
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1340   
max. speed: 138 mph, 222 km/h 
 

 
(Source: William T. Larkins) 

 
The Super Universal was a development of the Fokker transport aircraft designs. A single aircraft was ordered by the US Navy 
in 1928 for evaluation. It was designated XJA-1 and had serial A-8012. It has been suggested the aircraft was cancelled.    
Note that the JA designation was later used for the Noorduyn Norseman.  
 



RA         
Atlantic  
 
Specifications:            
span:  63', 19.20 m 
length:  48'4", 14.73 m   
engines: 3 Wright R-790-1   
max. speed: 116 mph, 187 km/h 
 

 
(Source: William T. Larkins) 

 
The designation was applied to an American built version of the Fokker F7b/3m.  
In 1928 the TA-1s were redesignated as RA-1. The serials were A-7561/7563. They were later converted to RA-3 standard. In 
a similar way TA-2s A-8007/8008 and A-8018 were redesignated as RA-2 in 1928 and later converted to RA-3.  
The RA-3 had 3 Wright R-790-3 engines and was originally designated as TA-3 with serial A-8157. In addition the RA-1s and 
RA-2s were converted to this standard.  
The RA-4 designation was used for a military version of the Fokker F-Xa, which had a span of 79'2", 24.13 m, a length of 49'11", 
15.21 m, was fitted with 3 Pratt & Whitney R-1340-3 engines and had a max. speed of 140 mph, 225 km/h. It had previously 
flown as NC38N and was purchased with serial A-8841 and after evaluation used by the USMC until 1933. It as been suggested 
that the aircraft was never on the inventory and that it was flown with the registration N8841 (a registration issued to a different 
ype of aircraft), rather than serial A-8841. 
            
Refer also to C-2, C-7, TA 

 



TA         
Atlantic 7 
 
Specifications:            
span:  63', 19.20 m 
length:  48'4", 14.73 m   
engines: 3 Wright R-790-1   
max. speed: 116 mph, 187 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Nico Braas, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #10254) 

 
The designation was applied to an American built version of the Fokker F7b/3m.  
In 1926 the Navy ordered three TA-1s with serials A-7561/7563 which were built by Fokker in the Netherlands. They were used 
by the US Expeditionary Force in Nicaragua and were redesignated as RA-1 in 1928.  
A further order for three aircraft was placed with Atlantic, Fokker’s US subsidiary, with the designation TA-2 and serials A-
8007/8008 and A-8018. In 1928 the aircraft were redesignated as RA-2.  
The TA-3 version had 3 Wright R-790-3 engines and a single aircraft was ordered with serial A-8157. It was redesignated RA-3 
in 1928.  
           
Refer also to C-2, C-7, RA 

 



A = Brewster (1935-1943) 
 

F2A        
Brewster B-39 Buffalo  
 
Specifications:            
span:  35', 10.67 m 
length:  26'4", 8.03 m   
engines: 1 Wright R-1820-34   
max. speed: 321 mph, 516 km/h 
 

 
(Source: US Navy) 

 
The Buffalo was a single seat fighter developed in competition with the Grumman XF4F-2.  
On 22 June 1936 the US Navy ordered a single aircraft as XF2A-1 (the FA designation was not used because it had already 
been assigned to the Atlantic XFA-1) with serial 0451. Fitted with a XR-1820-22 engine, it flew for the first time on 2 December 
1937. It was later converted to XF2A-2 standard with a R-1820-40 engine.  
On 11 June 1938 54 production aircraft were ordered as F2A-1 with serials 1386/1439. Of these only 11 were delivered, the 
remainder with serials 1397/1439 being exported to Finland. The serials 1397/1439 were then applied to a batch of F2A-2s 
which were fitted with R-1820-40 engines. In addition F2A-1s with serials 1386, 1387, 1388, 1389, 1391, 1392, 1394, 1395 and 
1396 were converted to F2A-2 standard in late 1940.  
F2A-2s with serials 1398, 1399, 1400, 1402, 1412, 1415, 1417, 1420, 1421, 1424, 1428, 1430 and 1432 were converted as 
F2A-2P. 
Being similar to the F2A-2, 100 F2A-3s were ordered on 21 January 1941 with serials 01516/01623. Of these six were converted 
as F2A-3P whilst a single F2A-3, with serial 01516, was converted with a pressurised cockpit as XF2A-4 although an alternative 
reference source has suggested that F2A-1 1388 was converted as XF2A-4 in August 1941.  
 

 
Former NEI Buffalo with US serial 313 (Source:USAAF) 

 
The Buffalo was also supplied to Finland, Belgium, Netherlands East Indies and RAF but these were procured directly from 
Brewster. A number of aircraft of the Netherlands East Indies had been diverted to Australia where they were used by the 



USAAF in Australia. These aircraft did not receive a designation or serials but were flown with locally applied serials in the range 
300/314. In addition, one was flown with its NEI serial (3119) as serial. Some were subsequently supplied to the RAAF. 
 



F3A        
Brewster Corsair  
 
Specifications:            
span:  40'11", 12.47 m 
length:  39'9", 12.12 m   
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-2800-8   
max. speed: 395 mph, 636 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Ray Crupi, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #10015) 

 
Brewster was selected to build the Chance Vought Corsair under licence.  
735 F3A-1s were built and the first aircraft flew on 26 April 1943. The serials of the aircraft, which were identical to the F4U-1, 
were 04515/04774, 08550/08797 and 11067/11293 whilst batches with serials 11294/11646 and 48940/49359 were cancelled 
in May 1944. A few of the aircraft were completed as F3A-1D with the R-2800-8W engine and were similar to the F4U-1D.  
            
Refer also to FG, F2G, AU, F4U 
 



SBA        
Brewster 38  
 
Specifications:            
span:  39', 11.89 m 
length:  27'8", 8.43 m   
engines: 1 Wright XR-1820-4   
max. speed: 254 mph, 409 km/h 
 

 
(Source: NACA) 

 
The Brewster 38 was a two-seat scout bomber. One aircraft was ordered as XSBA-1 on 15 October 1934 and flew for the first 
time on 15 April 1936. It carried serial 9726 and was later re-engined with a XR-1820-22. As Brewster did not have the production 
capacity, the production was undertaken by the Naval Aircraft Factory as SBN-1.  
            
Refer also to SBN. 

 



SB2A       
Brewster 340 Buccaneer  
 
Specifications:            
span:  47'8", 14.53 m 
length:  39'2", 11.94 m   
engines: 1 Wright R-2600-8   
max. speed: 314 mph, 505 km/h 
                                    

 
(Source: Ron Dupas, via 1000aircraftphotos.com photo #2821) 

 
The Buccaneer was a two-seat scout bomber which was also ordered by the RAF and the Netherlands East Indies. Total 
production was 771 aircraft.             
The US Navy ordered two XSB2A-1s with serials 1632 and 01005 in April 1939. The first flight took place on 17 June 1941. A 
further aircraft with serial 00890 was cancelled.  
The SB2A-1B was a version of which 300 were ordered for the RAF as Bermuda I, whilst the SB2A-2 was a version without 
folding wings of which 80 were ordered for the US Navy with serials 00803/00882.  
The SB2A-3 version, of which 59 were built, had a folding wing mechanism and arrester gear. The serials were 00883/00889 
and 00891/00942. A batch with serials 00943/01004 was cancelled.  
The delay in delivery had made the aircraft obsolete and they were relegated to an operational training role. 
The 162 aircraft built for the Netherlands East Indies were taken over by the US Navy on 8 March 1943 and were given the 
designation SB2A-4 and serials 29214/29375.  
 
Refer also to A-34 

 



A = Noorduyn (1945-1946) 
 

JA         
Noorduyn Norseman  
 
Specifications:            
span:  51'6", 15.70 m 
length:  32'4", 9.86 m   
engines: 1 Pratt & Whitney R-1340-AN-1   
max. speed: 170 mph, 274 km/h 
                                  

 
(Source: aero-web.org) 

 
The US Navy acquired four USAAF UC-64As as JA-1 and with serials 57992/57994 and 57999. The first three were used in 
the Arctic regions whilst the fourth aircraft was used for general purposes.  
Note that the JA designation was earlier used for the Atlantic Super Universal.  
 
Refer also to C-64. 
 

 
 
 
 


