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BQ-1       
Fleetwings 37 
 
Specifications:            
span:  48'2", 14.68 m          
length:  27'9", 8.46 m         
engines: 2 Franklin O-405-7 
max. speed:    225 mph, 360 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Tom Beamer via rcgroups.com/forums) 

 
The XBQ-1 was a twin engined radio controlled assault drone missile with provision for a pilot. One aircraft was built with serial 
42-79561. It crashed on its first flight 17 July 1944 and the programme was cancelled in May 1944. Studies resulting in the 
design were undertaken as project MX-53. 
 
Refer also to BQ-2 

 



BQ-2       
Fleetwings 
 
Specifications:            
span:  48'2", 14.68 m          
length:  27'9", 8.46 m         
engines: 2 Lycoming R-680-13 
max. speed: 204 mph, 328 km/h    
 

 
(Source: unknown) 

 
The XBQ-2 was based on the XBQ-1 but was to be fitted with Lycoming XO-435-3 engines and jetisonable landing gear. It was 
not built.  
One example of the XBQ-2A was built with serial 42-79562. The programme was terminated in December 1943 by which time 
the aircraft had been redesignated as ZXBQ-2A. Studies resulting in the design were undertaken as project MX-53. 
 
Refer also to BQ-1 
 



BQ-3       
Fairchild M-79 
 
Specifications:            
span:  52'8", 16.05 m 
length:  37', 11.28 m 
engines: 2 Ranger V-770-11 
max. speed:   230 mph, 370 km/h 
 

 
(Source: Kent Mitchell, Fairchild Aircraft 1926-1987) 

 
The XBQ-3 was a flying bomb version of the AT-21 with 4000 lb explosives in the fuselage. Two aircraft were built with serials 
43-25252/25253 but were not accepted. In spite of some reference sources stating that the aircraft never flew, the first flight 
took place in July 1944. Studies resulting in the design were undertaken as project MX-53. 
            
Refer also to AT-21 

 



BQ-4       
Interstate 
 
Specifications:            
span:  48', 14.63 m          
length:  35'8", 10.87 m         
engines: 2 Lycoming O-435-3 
max. speed: 172 mph, 277 km/h    
 

 
(Source: National Archives) 

 
Between April and December 1943 a TDR-1 was transferred from the US Navy to USAAF for tests as XBQ-4. The USAAF did 
not place any further orders. Studies resulting in the design were undertaken as project MX-264. 
            
Refer also to BQ-5, TDN. TDR 

 



BQ-5       
Interstate 
 
Specifications:            
span:  48', 14.63 m          
length:  35'8", 10.87 m         
engines: 2 Franklin O-805 
max. speed: 230 mph, 370 km/h  
 
The XBQ-5 was based on the US Navy’s XTD2R-1 and was to be fitted with a 2000 lb bomb but was not built. None were 
procured. Studies resulting in the design were undertaken as project MX-53. 
            
Refer also to BQ-4, TD2R 

 



BQ-6       
Interstate 
 
Specifications:            
span:    
length:      
engines: 2 Wright R-975-13 
max. speed:    
 
The XBQ-6 design was based on the US Navy’s TD3R-1. The BQ-6A was a production version to be fitted with a 1 tons bomb. 
The programme was cancelled in 1944 before any aircraft was ordered. Studies resulting in the design were undertaken as 
project MX-53. 
 
Refer also to TD3R 

 



BQ-7       
Boeing Flying Fortress 
 
Specifications:            
span:  103'9", 31.62 m 
length:  74'9", 22.78 m 
engines: 4 Wright R-1820-65 
max. speed: 292 mph, 470 km/h 
 

 
(Source: USAAF?) 

 
In July 1944 approximately 25 B-17Es and B-17Fs, which had reached the end of their useful lives, were modified as BQ-7 
controlled bombs as part of Project Castor (also called Project Aphrodite or Project Perilous) to bomb German V-2 construction 
sites and possibly other heavily defended sites. The aircraft were stripped of unnecessary equipment and were fitted with 10 
tons of Torped explosives. A pilot and a radio operator, seated in an open cockpit, were to take off in the aircraft, set the controls 
and arm the warhead and bail out before the aircraft would cross the English coast. Flight to the target would be controlled 
remotely from another B-17, converted as CQ-4. 
Aircraft involved in Project Aphrodite and redesignated as BQ-7, included 41-24639, 42-3438, 42-3440, 42-3461, 42-3485, 42-
3493, 42-30039, 42-30066, 42-30178, 42-30180, 42-30212, 42-30237, 42-30342, 42-30353, 42-30363, 42-30595, 42-31394, 
42-37743. 42-37760, 42-39824, 42-39827 and 42-39835. 
The concept was first tested in Florida and it seems likely that 10 flights were made there before operations moved to Britain. 
On 4 August 1944 the first of 15 flights from Britain was made and flights continued until January 1945, although none were 
successful. By then the value of the project was overtaken by the fact that after D-Day airfields closer to Germany were available 
and the project was cancelled.  
Some reference sources have suggested that on 4 August 1944 a BQ-7 crashed in East Anglia and that the project was 
immediately cancelled as being too dangerous, however, other data seems to contradict this.  
Yet, other references have suggested that those aircraft remaining in service in 1945 were redesignated as QB-17G whilst the 
idea was revived again in 1948 as MB-17G. Because the BQ-7 was not based on the B-17G this latter suggestion is most likely 
incorrect.  
Studies resulting in the design were undertaken as project MX-541. 
Reference is also made to Project Weary Willie or Abusive in which ‘a large number’ of old B-17s were loaded with explosives. 
This project included the Willie Mother or Bluefish as the control aircraft and Willie Baby or Cottograss, referring to the aircraft 
loaded with explosives. There has also been a reference to Willie Orphan or Corticated, being aircraft fitted with TV guidance. 
The connection to the BQ-7 is not clear.  
            
Refer also to B-17, B-38, B-40, C-108, CQ-4, Q-7, R-9, PB 

 



BQ-8       
Consolidated Liberator 
 
Specifications:            
span:  110', 33.53 m 
length:  66'4", 20.22 m 
engines: 4 Pratt & Whitney R-1830-43 
max. speed: 306 mph, 490 km/h 
               
A number of heavily used B-24Ds and B-24Js were converted as BQ-8 radio controlled bombs for possible use against Japan. 
It is reported that no flights took place.  
In addition it has been reported that two PB4Y-1 aircraft were converted by the US Navy in the UK and were operated by the 
US Navy in a programme called Anvil. The first one flew on 12 August 1944 but exploded prematurely. The second mission 
was in September 1944. 
It is unlikely they carried the BQ-8 designation although some references suggest the first flight was conducted by an old B-24 
which was redesignated as PB4Y-1 and did fly as BQ-8. Studies resulting in the design were undertaken as project MX-541. 
Reference is also made to Project Weary Willie, a described for BQ-7, in which ‘a large number’ of old B-24s were loaded with 
explosives. These include 42-63954 and may not have been designated as BQ-8.  
 
Refer also to AT-22, B-24, B-41, C-87, C-109, R-7, PB4Y, RY 

 

 

 


